The U.S. National State Invitationals that took place in early August, in Michigan, saw Montana represented by 5 players. The representatives were the winners of our State Championships or one of the next highest finishers if the champion was unable to attend. Congratulations to all of Montana’s representatives at these tournaments! 
There were 5 scholastic competitions as well as the Irwin National Senior Tournament of Champions. Our team was short a girls state champion but we had players in the K-3 group, elementary champions, middle school and high school champions as well as the senior category.
With a 5 person team Montana finished 46th as each player on the team contributed 2 points. All of the team should be recognized for giving a strong, determined effort against what was likely their stiffest competition of the year.
Stanley Pribik started his tournament out with 2 draws and a victory in his first three matches! That led to a difficult set of pairings in the last half of the tournament.   Stanley appears to have had the biggest upset, of the K-3 tournament, in his win beating an opponent rated 661 points higher and finished 37th.
Parker Newton was our elementary champion and won two games, both upsets, in his final three opportunities. His largest upset was against an opponent rated 432 points higher. Both of these boys won some prize money for their upsets.
Chase Rands, our middle school champion, faced a very tough draw and still grabbed two victories. Looking at his opponents four of the six were rated above 2000 with his opener rated 2270. Chase bounced back and won his second game before having to play against a 2117.
Declan Pham was our high school champion and scored points in 3 of his last four games closing the tournament with a win. Always best to finish like that! Declan’s first two matches were rated either side of 2000 so he showed resilience to bounce back in the final four games.
Richard Hobbs, our representative in the Senior Champions, also had a strong finish winning two of his last three games. Like his teammates Richard had to face 2000+ rated players in each of his first three games. He finished the final game with a victory.

