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Reports on the Montana Open and the Business Meeting 
The MCA loses some goodfriends: Specials by Dan McCourt and Steve Scarff 

Remembering Lyle Petersen and Steve Smith 
And, coming in the September issue: 

Remembering John C. Thompson 
It's Skovron, Hansen and Suits at Triple Header 

Nowak wins Midsummer Open 

David Duke Wins 64th Montana Open 
The math was simple. By the end of round four all the rest of the field 

had stumbled, leaving only David Duke of Billings with a shot at catching 
Steve Fabian, uiio had so far played perfect chess. Going into their round five 
showdown, David was a half a point behind Steve, so he knew that a draw 
would not be enough. He played his usual English Opening just well enough 
to come avray with the win — and his first ever Montana Open title. 

Steve, the hottest of the eight red-hot players who made the trip to 
Bozeman irom Spokane, had already mowed down some tough opponents. 
These included the always-dangerous Ron Matous and the always-greedy 
Thad Suits, -who, scorning to claim a draw in a won ending, watched in horror 
as his flag fell. 

Other Spokane players also fared well, ahnost sweeping the class prizes: 
Curt CoUyer in Class B , Jeremy Younker m Class C , and Jim Bumey in Class 
D. Here's hoping Montana players can similarly pillage Spokane in some of 
its events next year. 

Hometown Bozeman players made their mark too: David Gentry took 
home the Class E/unrated trophy; Jim Loy returned to chess in style after a 
two-year break, winning the Montana Senior Championship on his 52nd 
birthday; and Haluk Beyenal, originally fi-om Turkey, played far above his 
1587 rating and surprised everyone (especially his opponents), by getting 
third place on tiebreaks, just behind Steve Fabian. 

Thirty-four players participated this year, making the event an imquali-
fied financial success. Thanks to all v*o helped out: The Rec Center at M S U 
for providing the tournament site; Brian Bailey for making pairings; Sher
wood Moore for getting the slick trophies; and Gary Younker for encouraging 
so many Washington players to come and join the ftm. 



A report on the Annual Business Meeting in Bozeman 
This year's Annual Business Meeting 

took place in Bozeman on Sunday morning. 
May 23rd, before the start of round four of 
the Montana Open. Those in attendance 
elected a Board of Directors and voted on 
the issues large and small that members had 
raised for general debate during the previous 
year. Here is a summary of the discussions 
and the votes. 

The Secretary-Treasurer reported that 
thanks in part to a good turnout at the Open 
this year, the MCA was comfortably in the 
black, with a bank balance of $651.31 and 
only a few bills outstanding. This surplus 
should tide us through those inevitable 
cycles during the year when membership 
renewals are low. 

Elections for the Board of Directors 
went smoothly. Doug Hansen won re
election as MCA President, with Dan 
McCourt receiving a "promotion" from 
Western Vice President to Executive Vice 
President. (Remember, Dan, you're just a 
heartbeat away now.) Thad Suits was 
retained as Secretary-Treasurer, proving that 
you don't have to know anything about 
being a secretary or a treasurer to be an 
adequate Secretary-Treasurer. 

Two new, but not unfamiliar, faces 
round out the next year's Board: Les 
Brerman as Eastern Vice President, and Ron 

MCA Board Members (1999-2000) 
Doug Hansen - President (761-4517) 

Dan McCourt - Vice President (721-0254) 

Ron Erickson - Western VP, (549-4671 

Les Brennan - Eastern VP, (748-2154) 

Thad Suits - Secretary/Treasurer (453-6160) 

Let them know about your ideas, complaints, 
suggestions, and praise. 

Montana Chess News is published by the Mon
tana Chess Association, an affiliate of the U. S. 
Chess Federation. Subscription and membership 
in the MCA is S9/>T regular, $5/yr junior. 
Editor - Thad Suits, 2015 4th Ave N. 
Great Fails, MT 59401 
(406) 453-6160 E-mail: suits@iDitco.net 
All submissions are welcome, including photos 
Articles by E-mail or on a PC-formatted diskette 
are especially appreciated. Among the formats 
supported are ASCII text, Swis-Sys, Microsoft 
Works, Publisher, Lonis, or PGN. 

Publishing schedule (flvc issues): 
Issue 1 - Mar. I, Issue 2 (Special for the Open) -
May 10, Issue 3 - July 31, Issue 4 - Sept, 25, Issue 
5 • Dec. 8. Deadline for most submissions is ten 
days before the publication date. 

Erickson as Western Vice President. 
Presumably State Representative Erickson 
will now use his heightened stature as officer 
in the MCA to move from the Fish and 
Game Committee to the prestigious "House 
Select Committee on Chess and Checkers." 

After elections, members discussed 
most of the issues on the agenda, with some 
proposals failing parliamentarily for lack of 
a second. Most votes were near unanimous, 
although Ron Erickson often voted as a 
minority of one just to keep in practice for 
the legislature. 

Seeding for Governor's Cup — A 
proposal to formalize the past practice of 
sending the State Champion at the time of 
the previous Montana Open passed. 

Seeding for State Closed (1) — A 
proposal to seed the State Champion that 
won the trophy in the case of tied champions 
passed. This takes effect next year. 

New travel bonus 
multiplier for figuring 

Grand Prix points 

50 - 150 mUes = 1.33 
151-250 miles = 1.66 

251 miles or more = 2.0 

Seeding for State Closed (2) — A 
proposal to seed the highest rated player in 
the state failed for tack of a second. 

Grand Slam Award: A proposal to 
ease the requirements for winning a Grand 
Slam title was defeated, as was a proposal to 
abolish the award altogether. Members 
decided to keep it hard to win, with the 
thought that it would be a rare and honored 
accomplishment. 

Grand Prix System (1) — A proposal 
to abolish it failed for lack of a second, as 
did a proposal to declare any city's first 
event its Grand Prix tournament. A proposal 
to allow up to two Grand Prix events per 
affiliate was also defeated, but it sparked a 
debate about the need to concentrate on 
encouraging more players to travel to 
tournaments. The following was the result. 

Grand Prix System (2) — Members 
approved an idea of Bill McBroom's to 
award bonus Grand Prix points to players 
who travel. Members directed the new Board 
to devise a formula to convert miles traveled 
(one way) into bonus points, and here it is: 
50-150 miles (e.g., Helena-Great Falls) 
multiply points earned by 1.33; 151-250 
miles (e.g., Billings-Bozeman) multiply 
points by 1.66; over 250 miles (e.g., 
Missoula-Katmandu) award double points. 

Cash Prize for Grand Prix — A 
proposal to award a cash prize for fiiture 
Grand Prix winners passed after a debate 
about whether the prize should be cash or a 
gift certificate, and how much the prize 
should be. Members approved an award of 
fifty dollars or ten percent of the MCA 
treasiuy after the State Open, whichever is 
less. (Presumably Grand Prix winners will 
not be expected to cover ten percent of the 
debt if the MCA nms in the red some years.) 

Constitutional Amendment to 
Require Voles by Mail — Failed for lack of 
a second. 

National Tournament Sponsorship -
Members passed a resolution directing the 
Board to investigate the possibility of 
hosting a small national toumament. 

At the end of the meeting, non-resident 
member Gary Younker spoke up about the 
desire of Spokane players to arrange a 
reciprocal understanding with Montana 
players. It came down to this: Spokane will 
bring eight of more players to play in one or 
two of our events every year (and contribute 
$100 or more to the prize fund), if Montana 
players will do the same for Spokane. 

It sounds fair. Besides, as several 
players pointed out, "Spokane has great 
restaurants 

Did you find (or miss) a subtlely sharp 
move in one of your games? I f so, send 
it to the editor and ask 

What's the 
Cruncher? 

Among strong players, winning a mere pawn 
can constitute a cnmcher. How can Black (a 
strong player) crunch White (a very strong 
player) here? The answer is on the back. 

m m mm m m m 
MM • • n 
» r \ w ^ WB 

Black to move and crunch. 
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Triple Header Championship split three ways 
Nowak wins Midsummer Open in Missoula 

Triple Header Championship 
Great Falls Chess Club rivals Jim 

Skovron, Doug Hansen, and Thad Suits 
each took home a trophy and a champi
onship title from this year's Triple 
Header. The toumament — now an an
nual event — is really three mim tourna
ments wrapped into one to determine the 
State Champion at 
faster time controls. 

First came the 
1999 Action Cham
pionship (game/30) 
on Saturday morn
ing. At the end of 
regulation play, Jim, 
Doug, and Thad 
were all tied with 4-
1, so the three of 
them had to do a blitz 
playoff as a 
tiebreaker. Thad 
went on to win. 

In the evening, eight players took 
part in a double roimd robin to determine 
the 1999 Blitz Champion. Again there 
was a tie between Jim and Thad. This 
time, though, adopting a sfrategy of get
ting out of book as fast as possible, it 
vras Jim Wcio got the better of things in 
the blitz playoff. 

The next morning was the Quick 
Championship (game/15). Here no play
off was required, as Doug stampeded 
through all five rounds, defeating both 
Thad and Jim on the way to a perfect 5-0 
score and the title. 

Other tournament notes: 
In ten years of competition, Doug 

had never gotten a rated win against 
Thad. This weekend he got two. 

Nick Warner, a still-unrated jimior 
member, pulled off an amazing upset of 
Jim Skovron in the Action Champi
onship on his way to a 3-2 score and a 
1690 performance rating. He also got the 
better of some other experienced players 
over the course of the weekend. M C A 
members beware! 

In another sfrong upset, Freddie 
Jay used a pmned queen to spoil Thad's 
hopes of regaining the blitz title. 

Triple Header Champions Doug Hansen (Quick), 
Thad Suits (Action), and Jim Skovron (Bhtz) 

Turnout was small this year. Per
haps next time the Board should find a 
weekend diu-ing the regular season 
(March?), along with a different host city 
so other players can attend more easily. 

Lastly, Jim Skovron proved him
self a true gentleman by pointmg out a 
toumament director error in awarding 

him the Blitz 
C h a m p i o n s h i p 
prematurely. Af
ter looking over 
the last round re
sults, Jim real
ized that he and 
Thad Suits (the 
T . D . ) were tied 
and would have 
to do a playoff 
game to deter
mine the cham
pion. He won 
anyway. 

First Summer Open 
Both Mike Jensen and Sherwood 

Moore got IVi points to tie for first place 
against a small field in Missoula's First 
Summer Open. The two winners drew 
against each another in their second 
round game. 

Midsummer Open 
Greg N o w ^ getting a draw in the 

last round of a won toumament is noth
ing new. This time, though, it was not 
Greg who made the offer, but Sherwood 
Moore. The draw gave the Octopus AVi 
points for clear first place in this year's 
Midsummer Open. 

Turnout was iow for the Open — 
only seven players took part, including 
Bil l McBroom as a houseman. Even so, 
there were some exciting turns of events, 
including an upset or two. Chief among 
them was the game in -which Dan Mc
Court got the better of Rudi Katzl's 
Damiano Defense (1 .e4 e5 2.Nf3 f6). 

Despite this loss, Rudi took second 
place with 3 points. Sherwood Moore 
and Ron Erickson rounded out the top 
finishers, sharing third-fourth place. 

Octopus wins two 
—by Greg Nowak 

Bitterroot Championship 
At the lovely Victorian "Morning 

Glory Coffee House" in Hamilton, nine 
warriors of the royal game vied for the 
title of Bitterroot Champion in a one-
day, five-round toumament on May 1 st. 
While Nowak had 4'/2 points (includmg 
a half-point bye), Boise newcomer Jim 
McClure and Eric "the Nobleman" 
Gilbertsen tied for 2nd with 4 points. 

Dale "the Gambiteer" Gross, 
Johnny Legan and Kyle Seamons tied for 
4th with 2V2. Johnny and Kyle shared the 
junior title. Will Reynolds, seven years 
old, competed bravely but went winless 
this time out m a courageous effort. 

The Morning Glory Coffee House 
was a fine family business with home
made enfrees and heavenly deserts. Alas, 
it was sad to leam that they are going out 
of business. The owners lent us space for 
years at no charge and even advertised 
the events. A thanks and farewell to 
Danelle and Leslie! 

Morphy Memorial 
On June 26th, ten devotees of the 

Royal Game convened at the Shack 
Restaurant to engage in mental combat. 
The Octopus was on a roll, sweeping his 
second Garae/60 event in a row. 

Dan McCourt, Rich Hall, and Eric 
Gilbertsen played valiantly and shared 
second place with two points each. 

The event featured the usual 
McCourt-Hall cliflhanger, with Hall 
falling off. McCourt won with a minute 
lefr on his clock. 

Andy Shipp, a provisional 836 
rated player, lost a wild melee to Johnny 
Legan with winning advantages squan
dered often. Shipp missed a mate in one! 

Shipp was not the only one to blun
der; I survived the blimder of the 
decadeagainst Joyce (I could hear those 
rating points tumbling). Fortimately I 
was already a rook ahead. 

Six of the ten players had provi
sional ratings, and new U S C F member 
Kyle Seamans (11 years old) played in 
his first rated event. 
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0 / r Remembering Lyle Petersen 
by Dan McCourt 

I 

Editor's note: The MCA lost three 
friends recently. Lyle Petersen died this past 
April while he was recovering from a stroke 
and a broken hip; in June. Steve Smith was 
struck by a car and killed while riding his 
bicycle. In these articles. Dan McCourt and 
Steve Scarff capture the spirit of fondness 
that all of us feel when we think of them. 

In the next issue there will be an arti
cle about John Thompson, who. shortly be
fore this issue went to press, died after a 
long illness. Players who knew John are 
invited to contribute their thoughts and 
memories of him for inclusion in this article. 

yle Petersen was already a 
Montana chess notable when 

JI first started playing rated 
chess in the early 1980's. He was a gen
tle soul from a place called Paradise: A 
man wiiose retirement struck me as 
about as close to idyllic as one could 
ever imagine. 

Lyle and his "child-bride", Nellie, 
enjoyed family, outdoors, and the Mon
tana chess scene. They had trusty com
panionship for their treks about the state 
and in the woods: One of those barkless 
African canines. They had several 
throughout the years and 1 heard several 
stories — probably one for each dog. 

One of their favorite hikes was a 
walk along the Thompson River. There 
was a place v^liere they would "skinny-
dip" out to an island and picnic. The 
pooch wouldn't swim out or back and 
had to be floated along in a small, plastic 
tub. Once at the island, though, this dog 
would take to the water just fine, play
ing, splashing and chasing things. Lyle 

-told me that story wiiile wondering whax 
the whole scene would have looked like 
anyone passing by on a hike of their 
own. The silver-haired couple ferrying a 
dog and a picnic basket across the 
Thompson River. Pure, green, envy 
would have been my emotion, had I been 
such an observer. 

Lyle was a veteran of 80-plus years 
on this planet. He slogged through the 
European Campaign with the U . S. Army 
in W W I L He put in 30-some years on 
the railroad. He played chess for ages — 
imcoimted years. 

Health problems slowed Lyle 

down the past few seasons. Bowiiunting, 
chess, fravel....it all came harder. 

About a year ago, I called Lyle 
with an invitation to play with Hannibal"s 
Elephants in a team chess event in Mis
soula. He said he would. He said he was 
looking forward to playmg G/30, as sev
eral years back he had beaten Les Bren
nan in a G/30 tourney in Billings. I re
marked that beating Les was a real 
"feather in the hat." Lyle downplayed it 
some, saying that Les hadn't been play
ing competitive chess very long at that 
time. I guessed out loud that Lyle had 
"taken advantage" of the situation. He 
said "Yes, that's my nature. Just like the 
last fight I was in." 

Here, I thought, was a story from 
fifty years back, so I asked for some 
details. Turns out it was only a few years 
ago. Some guys cruising past the house 
appeared to be trying to run over the dog. 
Nellie saw \siiere they went and Lyle 
took after them. Himted them down. 
When he walked up to their outfit 
though, he saw he was at some disadvan
tage, as there were three of them. So he 
"took advantage" of the situation...and 
sucker-pimched the driver. The long arm 
of law and order in Paradise, Montana 
wielded by a septuagenarian vigilante. 
Once again, I am struck with envy. 

Lyle clipped me on more than one 
occasion — but I am not submitting any 
of those games. Instead, here's one at the 
expense of our old pal, Dave Shughart. 

Shughart,D (1841) - Petersen.L (1403) 
Sicilian [B32] 

Valentine Open 1991 

White plays the tricky, but unsound, 
Stevensville attack on the f-file. Black's 
steady defense wins the day and the biggest 
upset prize. 

I . e4 c5 2.Nfi Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 
Nxd4 S.Qxd4 e6 6.Be3 d6 7.Nc3 a6 8.Be2 
Nf6 9.0-0 Be7 lO.Radl 0-0 

I I . eS dxeS 12.Qxe5 Nd7 13.Qh5 Qc7 
14.Bd3 Nf6 15.QO Bd7 16.Ne4 Bc6 

17.Nxl6+ Bif6 18.Qh3 g6 19.c3 Bg7 
20.f4Rad8 21.f5? 

The first of several dubious moves on 
Dave's part. Lyle capitalizes on this misstep 
and every one that follows. 

2L..exf5 22.Bd4? Bxd4+ 23.cxd4 Rxd4 
24.Qe3 Rfd8 25.Rxf5? Be4 26.Rf4 Rid3 
27.Rxd3 

m.• • w. 
27...Bxd3 
Lyle wins the game forcefiilly from here 

on, although the following line looks good 
also: 27...Rxd3 28.Qxe4 Qc5+ 29.Kfl Qcl+ 
30.Kf2 Qc2+. 

28.Rh4 fS 29.Qe6+ Kg7 30.Qe3 Be4 
White resigns. 0-1 
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Remembering Steve Smith, 1955-1999 

Montana and Wyoming chess 
players have lost one of their 
brightest stars with the tragic 

death of Steve Smith of Powell, Wyoming, at 
the age of 43. Steve was killed at 8:25 a.m. 
on Friday, June 18. when struck from behind 
by a car while bicycling on a quiet stretch of 
highway north of Powell. 

Steve was bom to Barry and Vera 
Smith on September 12, 1955, in Germany 
while Barry was in the US Army. Steve grew 
up in Casper, Wyoming, where he graduated 
from Kelly Walsh High in 1973. He enjoyed 
a brief career as a letter carrier with the US 
Postal Service in Casper, but quit when his 
request for time off to attend a chess touma
ment was denied. One summer during his 
student years, Steve rode his bicycle from 
Casper to Los Angeles, proceeded along the 
coast to San Francisco, and then on to an 
outdoor chess toumament in the Napa Val
ley. Steve attended the University of 
Wyoming, where he met Janell Hanson. 
They were married in Laramie in 1981. 

In 1982 Steve received his Master of 
Science in mathematics and earned top score 
in a problem-solving contest among UW 
math grad students. In 1983 Steve and Janell 
moved to Powell, where Steve began his 
career as a math and physics professor at 
Northwest College. Their son, Adrian, was 
bom in 1984, followed by daughter Kiersten 
in 1990. Steve was promoted to Associate 
Professor in 1993, and was always a favorite 
among the students for his ability, dedica
tion, and interest in teaching each one of 
them. 

Steve was very active in chess, playing 
in many Wyoming and Montana tourna
ments. He won the title of Wyoming State 
Champion in six different years. He also 
organized and directed several toumaments. 
Steve consistently held a USCF rating in the 
high expert class in over-the-board play, and 
was a USCF rated master m postal chess. 
Those of us who were paired with Steve 
knew we were in for a tough game. Among 
Steve's favorite openings were the Closed 
Sicilian with White, and the French Defense, 
Dutch Defense, and Center Counter Game 
with Black, though he was a student of all 
phases of the game, especially the endgame. 

Several years ago Steve saw the need 
for better fonts for publishing chess dia
grams. He spent many himdreds of hours 
developing three sets of superior chess fonts, 
and began marketing them as Alpine Elec
tronics. These fonts have earned a world

wide reputation for excellence, and are used 
in many chess books, magazines, and 
newsletters, including our own Montana 
Chess News. 

Steve went on to develop fonts for 
many other games as well, including check
ers, Othello, go, Japanese and Chinese chess, 
playing cards, backgammon, dice, dominoes, 
and Mah Jong. The business continues to be 
operated by his son, Adrian. For more infor
mation, see the classifieds in Chess Life, or 
visit the Alpine Fonts web site at http:// 
www.partae.com/. 

Steve had a keen interest in electronics, 
which led him to design and build one of the 

—by Steve Scarff 

first digital chess clocks, though he did not 
market his creation. He also designed and 
built a device that allowed a blind friend with 
severe cerebellar ataxia to write, communi
cate, and play a musical instrument. This 
effort was recognized with a regional award 
in the 1991 Johns Hopkins National Search 
for Computing to Assist Persons with Dis
abilities. 

In his yoimger days Steve enjoyed 
competing in bicycle races and tennis touma
ments. He was an accomplished handyman, 
and completed many improvements on the 
family home in Powell. In recent years Steve 
had taken up art, poetry, and the guitar. He 
was first and foremost a devoted husband 
and father, who was known to skip chess 
toumaments to spend time with his family. 

Steve was an exemplary gentleman, 
with never an unkind word for anyone, even 
a chess opponent. Those of us who knew him 
well saw him as a friend without parallel: 
Warm and generous, honest and unpreten
tious, happy and easy-going, and possessing 
a great sense of humor to match his brilliant 
mind. Everyone fortimate enough to know 
him will miss him very much. 

In addition to his wife and children in 
Powell, Steve is survived by his parents and 
brother Paul, all of Casper, and sister Lauri 
of Dututh, Minnesota. Memorial donations 
to assist the higher education of Steve's chil
dren may be sent to the Steve Smith Educa
tional Fund at First National Bank, 245 E . 
First St., Powell, WY 82435. 

One last look at Hardy-Carpenter 
First analyzed in the March issue, 

the endgame from the Hardy-Carpenter 
matchup proved a hard nut to crack. 
Shortly before his untimely death, Steve 
Smith became interested in the position. 
He was able to come up with some con
vincing analysis demonstrating that 
White should get the win with best play. 
Here it is: 

50... Kc3 51.g4! and then 
A) 51.. .Ral 52.f4 b8=Q 53.RxQ 

R x R 54.f5 Kd4 55.f6 Ke5 56.V R f l 
5 7.Kg? wins. 

B) 51...Rfl 52.g5 Rx£2 53.h5 and 
now we have three routes to consider: 

Bl) 53...Kc2 54.h6 bl=Q 55.RxQ 
K x R 56.h7 Rh2 57. Kg7 wins. 

B2) 53...Rfl 54.h6 bl=Q 55.RxQ 

R x R 56. hi Rb6+ 57. Kh5 Rb8 g6 wins. 
B3) 53...Rf4 54.Rxb2 K x R 55.h6 

Kc3 56.h7 Rh4 57.Kg7 wins. 

" ^ • m 
^'''fm, fmWk 

^ m,^^ m. m,^ m. 
i f B B 

So 51.g4 was the key. Thanks for 
the help, Steve. We ui l l miss you. 
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R e c e n t G a m e s 

Suits,? (1979) - Fabian.S (1779) 
Bird-Larsen [A03] 

Montana Open 

In this exciting and complex game the 
usually positional manoeuvering of the Bird-
Larsen Opening turns sharply tactical. 

I.f4 d5 2.b3 c5 3.e3 Nf6 4.Bb2 Nc6 
5.Bb5 e6 6.Bxc6+ 

This trade gives up the minor exchange 
but assures White of control of e5 well into 
the middle game. 

6...bic6 7.ND Ba6 8.Ne5 Rc8 9.Qf3 c4 
10.bxc4 Qb6! l l . B c l Ne4 

±111 

i w m m 

12.f5! exfS 13.QxfS Rc7 14.0-0 Bc8 
15.QD Nf6 16.Nc3 Bd6 17.Qg3? 

Better was 17.d4. E.g. 17.d4Bxe5 18.de5 
Ng8 19.cd5 Qc5 20.d6. The text move al
lows 17...Ng5, blocking access to g7 and 
attacking the knight, after which White's 
attack would have fizzled. 

17...0-0? 
A tactical ploy keeps this from being total 

disaster for Black, but the exchanges that 
follow are great for White. 

18.Rxf6 BxeS 19.Qxe5 gxf6 

, w m . mmm 
t i m m x m x W<^-'. '•mm:; 'mr/, * 

W • • M 

» * 4 f * * * M. 

im'M • 
•m M 

mmrmxm 
20. Qxf6 dxc4? 
Now White misses the crunching follow-

up of 21.Na4!, after wiiich Black has to give 
up the queen to stop Bb2 and mate. 

21. R b l Qa5 22.Nb5? 

Steve Fabian 

A time-pressure hallucination. 22.Bb2 
first was correct, and after 22...Qf4, White 
has the pretty resource of 23.Ne4 QxQ 
24. Nx(h- Kg7 25.Ne8+, winnmg die rook. 

22...cxb5 23.Bb2 c3 24.Qg5+ Kh8 
25. Bxc3+ Rxc3 26.Rxb5 

White has perpetual check at his disposal 
right away, but he also has mating chances if 
Black missteps. In any case. White is confi
dent that the extra pawns can cany the day in 
a time-trouble endgame. 

26...Qa6 27.Qe7 Rg8 28.Qe5+ Rg7 
29.dxc3 

1 • • I I H I 

mm mm 
M. m. m 

The scoresheet ends here. White secured 
a won position after trading queen and rook, 
recotmecting and advancing the center 
pawns in the process. But Suits was reck
lessly proud, declining draw offers and re
fusing to claim a draw (based on insufficient 
losing chances) imtil his own time ran out. 
The moral of the story: Pride goeth before a 
flag fall. 0-1 

McCourtJ) (1600) - RodriguezA (1408) 
London System [A80] 

Montana Open 

Augusto snags an upset draw in this last-
roimd game. 

l.Nf3 f5 2.d4 d5 3.Bf4 e6 4.e3 Nf6 
5.Nbd2 Bd6 6.Be5 Qe7 7.h3 Nbd7 8.Bxd6 
Qxd6 9.Be2 c6 10.0-0 0-0 l l .c4 Ne4 
12.Rcl Kh8 13.cxd5 exdS 14.Nxe4 fxe4 
15.Nd2 Nf616.D Qg3 

Augusto could have won a pawn or forced 
a draw with 16...Bxh6 17.gxB Qg3+. 

17.Qel Qg5 18.f4 0h6 

'SMxm m n mm • i l l 

I e i l K 
m • m mX 
m'm mm. 

Dan, perhaps eager to hit the road, accepts 
the draw. Vi-'/i 

Mayer,E (1484) - Cook.K (1375) 
French Defense - Advance [C02] 

Montana Open 

l.e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3.e5 c5 4.Nf3 Nc6 5.c3 
h6 6.Be2 Qb6 7.b3 Nge7 8.a4 

Eriel has always loved a good pawn push. 
There are many more to come. 

8...NI5 9.g4 Nfe7 lO.dxcS Qxc5 ll .Be3 
QaS 12.b4 Qc7 13.Bd4 Nxd4 14.cxd4 Nc6 
IS.bS Bb4+ 16.Kfl Na5 17.Nbd2 Bxd2 
18.Nxd2 Qb6 19.Nf3 a6 20.Rbl Nc4 
21.Nd2 Qxd4 22.Nic4 Qxdl+ 23.Rxdl 
dxc4 24.Bxc4 

mm mm 
'm m. m, mm. 

2 ^ 
m m 
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24...(M) 
With the queens off the board, castHng is 

not necessary. Now Black's bishop can't get 
out. 

25.Ke2 axbS 26.Bxb5 b6 27.Rd6 Ba6 
28.Rxb6 BxbS+ 29.axb5 Rab8 30.Rxb8 
Rxb8 31.Rbl Rb6 32.Kd3 KfS 33.Kc4 
Ke8 34.Kc5 Rb8 3S.b6 Kd8 36.Kd6 Rb7 
37.Kc6 Kc8 38.Ral Kb8 39.Ra7 Rxa7 
40.bxa7+ Kxa7 41.Kd7 Kb6 42.Ke7 Kc5 
43.Kxn Kd5 44.f4 gS 45.f5 exf5 46.gxf5 
Kxe5 47.f6 KfS 48.Kg7 hS 49.n Kg4 
50.f8Q Kh3 51.0f3+ Kh4 52.Qg3# 1-0 

Long.M (1763) - Bailey,B (1560) 
French Defense - Advance [C02J 

Montana Open 

If you play the French Defense, study the 
following short game or you may be con
demned to repeat it. 

I.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 c5 4.c3 Nc6 5.Nf3 
Nge7 6.Bd3 Qb6 7.a3 cxd4 8.cxd4 Nxd4 
9.Nxd4Qxd4 10.Bb5+ 1-0 

Hansen,D (1705) - Mayer^ (1484) 
Queenside Fianchetto Defense [BOO] 

Montana Open 

l.e4 Nc6 2.Nf3 b6 3.Bc4 e6 4.d4 Bb7 
5.Bf4 Nf6 6.Bd3 NaS 7.Nbd2 h6 8.Qe2 gS 
9.Bg3 Nh5 10.c3 Bg7 ll.NeS Nxg3 
12.hxg3 d6 13.Ng4 Qe7 14.0-0-0 a6 
15.Rh5 b5 16.a3 c5 ]7.dxc5 dxcS 18.f4 c4 
I9.Bc2 

nxm mm m mm m 
SUB • u s ^ mmmm^ %n m • m 

I l l 

19...0-0-0 
The sac on c3 almost works, but not 

quite: 19...Bxc3?! 20.bxB Qxa3+ 21.Kbl 
Qxc3, and even though Black gets three 
pawns for the bishop, White has plenty of 
time to go on the offensive beginning with 
22.fg5. 

20. eS f5 
One pawn push too many for Eriel this 

time. 
21. exf6 Bxf6 22.Rxh6 Rxb6 23.Nxh6 

BdS 24.Ne4 Bg7 25.Ng4 Qb7? [25...gxf4] 
26.Nxg5 Qe7 27.Ne3 Qc5 28.Nxd5 RxdS? 
29.Qxc6+ Kb8 30.Qid5 Qe3+ 31.Kbl 

Erickson J l (1709) - Younker,! (1524) 
London System - Dutch Setup [D021 

Montana Open 

Jeremy had a strong toumament, getting 
his third win with this game to earn the class 
C trophy. 

l.Nf3 dS 2.d4 f5 3.Bf4 Nf6 4.Nbd2 e6 
5.e3 Be7 6.c3 0-0 7.Ne5 Ne4 8.Nxe4 fxe4 
9.Qg4 Rf6 10.h4 Nd7 l l .hS NxeS 
12.dxe5?! 

The doubled pawn soon becomes a target. 
12.Bxe5 looks more solid. 

12...Rf5 13.0e2 Bg5 14.g4 R H IS.BxgS 
QxgS 16.0-0-0 QxeS 17.Bg2 c6 18.Rdgl 
QgS 19.f4 exf3 20.Bx£3 Qf6 21.Rn QgS 
22.Bg2 R x n + 23.Rxfl 

mx » m%. 
m 
± 
W 

m m. m. 

....... - '^^'^/^^'.^J^K-n mxm 
^ m, mXw/A 

Now 23...e5 would secure the center and 
put pressure on g4. 

23...Bd7 24.QD Qe7 25.Qg3 
Interesting is 25.g5! Rf8, followed by 

trades. It might give White better drawing 
chances. 

2S...e5 26.g5 RfS 27.Rxf8+ KxfS 28.h6 
g6 29.Bfl Bf5 30.Kd2 K H 31.Bd3 Qe6 
32.Qf2 e4 33.Be2 QeS 34.Kc2 Ke7 
35.Kb3? Be6 

This attacks g5 and threatens ...d4+. Ron 
can only choose his poison. 

36.Qg2 d4+ 37.C4 Qb5+ 38.Kc2 d3+ 
39.Bxd3 exd3+ 40.Kbl Qxc4 41.b3 Qc2+ 
42.Qxc2 dxc2+ 0-1 

Loy,J (1887)- Younker,G (1704) 
Smith-Morra Gambit IB21] 

Montana Open 

For a gambit that is viewed skeptically by 
the masters, the Smith-Morra sure wins a lot 
of non-master games. Jim uses it here to 
secure his first Senior Championship. 

I.e4 c5 2.d4 cxd4 3.Nf3 Nc6 4.c3 dxc3 
5.Nxc3 g6 6.Bc4 Bg7 7.0-0 e6 

Either 7...d6 or 7...Nh6 are the book 
lines. Now White wastes no time in exploit
ing the holes in Black's position. 

8.Bg5 

m.^m%9X. 
Hi 

8...Qc7? [8...Nge7] 9.Nb5 Qb6 
This lets the knight in. The cramped 

9...Qb8 was better. 
10.Qd6 f6 ll.Nc7+ Kf7 12.Nxa8 QaS 

13.Bd2 Qd8 14.Nc7 Bf8 IS.Nxe6?! 
Instead, 15.Qg3 hangs on to the piece. 

Still, the text move does allows White to 
trade down with a secure advantage intact. 

15...dxe6 16.Qxd8 NxdS 17.Rfdl Nc6 
18.Bb5 Nge7 19.Be3 a6 20.Ba4 h6 21.Nd4 
Nxd4 22.Bxd4 gS 23.Bb3 Nc6 24.Racl Be7 
2S.Be3 bS 26.a3 Bb7 27.Rd7 Ba8 28.Bc5 
hS 29.Bxe7 Nie7 30.Rcc7 Re8 31.D aS 
32.Bdl KfS 33.Be2 fS 34.BxbS fxe4 
35.Rxe7 Rxe7 36.Rc8+ Kf7 37.Rxa8 Rb7 
38.Ba4 Rxb2 39.fxe4 1-0 

Jim Loy, Montana's Senior Champion for 1999, 
looking a little weak on the light squares. 

BeyenalJJ (1587) - Skovron,J (1927) 
Queen's Gambit - Orthodox [1)67] 

Montana Open 

I . d4 dS 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 Nf5 4.Nf3 e6 
S.BgS Be7 6.e3 Nbd7 7.Bd3 dxc4 8.Bxc4 
NdS 9.Bxe7 Qxe7 10.0-0 0-0 l l . R c l 

The players arrive at the Orthodox De
fense by way of a roimd-about move order. 
Now ...NxN is book. 

I I . ..N7b612.Bd3f6 
Attempting to free the bishop with ...e5. 
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I3.Ne4 Nd7 14.a3 eS 15.Ng3 Kh8 
16.Nh4 Qfl IT.NgfS g6 I8.Nd6 Qg7 
19.Qe2 eid4 20.e4 Nf4 21.Qd2 

E m m . m 
' • ' i n mtm 

21...Nxd3 
Jim misses 21...Qh6!, threatening ...QxN 

or ...Nh6+ to win the queen. 
22.Qid3 c5 23.f4 b6 24.Rf3 
Again 24...Qh6! comes mto play, with 

threats of ...QxN and, thanks to the pin on 
the f-pawn, ...Ne5. Jim, obsessed with that 
bad bishop the whole game, misses this shot. 

24...a5 25.Nxc8 Rfic8 26.Rg3 Q H 
27.Rh3 Nf8 28.e5 fxeS 29.fxe5 Re8? 

29...Qe6 first would save an important 
tempo. 

30.Rn Qe6? 

% m m • 

1 

• • Bag 
The queen needed to stay on the 7th rank. 

Now the sky falls in as Haluk plays the 
tactics perfectly. 

31.Rxf8+! RxfS 32.Nxg6+ Kg7 
33.Rxh7+ Kg8 34.Ne7+ 1-0 

Beyenal (1587) - Collyer,C (1767) 
Benoni [A61] 
Montana Open 

Both Haluk and Curt finished the touma
ment undefeated. Haluk had two draws, and 
f"urt three, including this one and one 
against Suits. 

I.d4 e6 2.c4 Nf6 3.Nc3 c5 4.d5 exd5 
5.cxd5 d6 6.Nfi g6 7.Bg5 Bg7 8.e3 0-0 
9.Bd3 a6 10.a4 Bg4 ll.h3 BxD 12.Qxf3 
Nbd7 13.0-0 Qc7 14.Racl Ne5 15.Qe2 
Nxd3 16.Qxd3 Rab8 17.Rfdl c4 18.Qe2 b5 
19.axb5 axb5 20.b3 Nd7 21.bxc4 bxc4 
22.Rc2 Rfc8 23.Rdcl Ne5 24.Ne4 Qd7 

25.Nf6+ Bxf6 26.Bxf6 Nd3 27.Rdl Qf5 

V V ^ 

mM 
^m. 'm. 

28.Qf3 Qxf3 29.gxf3 Kf8 30.e4 Ke8 
31.Ral Rc7 32.Rc3 Kd7 33.Bd4 Nf4 34.Kfl 
Nxh3 35.Be3 h5 36.Ra4 Rbc8 37.Bb6 Rb7 
38.Be3 Rbc7 

And a few indecipherable moves later the 
players agreed to a draw. Vi-Vi 

SkovronJ (1927) - Brownlee,K (1747) 
London System [D02] 

Montana Open 

l.Nf3 dS 2.d4 Nc6 3.Bf4 Bg4 4.Nbd2 e6 
5.e3 Bd6 6.Bg3 Nge7 7.c4 NfS 8.Be2 Nxg3 
9.hxg3 dxc4 10.Nxc4 Bb4+ l l . K f l Qf6 
12.Nfe5 Bxe2+ 13.Kxe2 0-0? 14.Nd7 Qg6 
IS.NxfS RxfS 16.Qd3 f5 17.a3 Be7 18.Rh3 
Rd8 19.Qb3 

I I X 

mM'm %ia il mmm 
19...Rxd4?! 20.Rdl? 
White can't capture due to ...Nxd4+, but 

Jim misses the coimter-attack, 20.Ne5!, 
which increases White's advantage. 

20...Rxdl 21.Kxdl a6 22.Qxb7? Qg4+ 
23.Kd2 Qxc4 24.Qc8+ NdS 25.Rhl Qd5+ 
26.Kc2 

Keith accepts the draw with a command
ing position. Vj-Vl 

Hansen JD (1705) - Matous,R (1849) 
Smith-Morra Gambit [B21] 

Montana Open 

l.e4 c5 2.d4 cxd4 3.c3 dxc3 4.Nxc3 Nff6 
S.NB d6 6.Bc4 e6 7.0-0 Be7 8.Qe2 a6 
9.Be3 

This is a move Doug has used with some 
success to prevent the Chicago Defense, in 

which Black plays ...Ra7. 
9...Nc6 10.a4 0-0 I L R f d l Bd7 12.Rabl 

Ng4 13.b4 Nxe3 14.Qxe3 Rc8 15.Be2 QeS 
16.g4 Kh8 17.Nd2 fS 18.Nc4 f4 19.Qd3 

. E \mxM i l l 

19...Qg6 
Better is 19...f3, then if 20.Bxf3, Black 

can play 20...Qf7! The mvasion ...Ne5 is 
also looming. 

20. Nxd6 NeS 
Still better is 20...f3. 
21. Nxc8 Nxd3 22.Nxe7 Q H 23.Rxd3 

Qxe7 24.Rbdl BeS 25.13 h5 26.Rd6 hxg4 
27.Kg2 gxf3+ 28.Bxf3 Qg5+ 29.Khl BhS 
30.Rn Bxf3+ 31.Rxf3 QeS 32.Rd7 Rc8 
33.Rdd3 gS 34.h3 Kg7 35.Kg2 Kf6 36.Ki2 
bS 37.h4? g4 38.RdS gxi3 0-1 

Cook,K (1375) - Skarstedt,P (unr.) 
Ruy Lopez [C68] 

Montan Open 

Peter Skarstedt, playing in his first toiu"-
nament, gets his first win here after snagging 
a knight in the middle game. Welcome to 
toumament chess, Peter. 

I.e4 eS 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Bxc6 dxc6 
5.h3 

A quieter continuation than the usual 
5.d4 or 5.0-0. 

S...Bd6 6.0-0 Nf6 7.d3 h6 8.a3 Be6 
9.Be3 Qe7 10.d4 exd4 l l .Bxd4 BcS 
12.Nc3 0-0-0 

m mm 

mxm. mt • 

13.Bxf6 
White gets stuck with two knights against 

two bishops — rarely an advantage. 
13...Qxf6 14.Qe2 gS IS.Radl g4 

16.Rxd8+ RxdS 17.hxg4 Bxg4 IS.eS Qg6 
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19.Qe4 BfS 20.Nh4? Bxe4 21.Nxg6 Bxg6 
22.g3 Bxc2 23.Rcl Bg6 [23...Rd2!] 24.Ne2 
Bb6 25.Kg2 Be4+ 26.f3 BdS 27.g4 Re8 
28.Nf4 Rxe5 29.Rhl Be3 30.Kg3 Bxf4+ 
31.Kxf4 Re6 32.Rh3 bS 33.Rh5 Rf6+ 
34.Ke5 Rxf3 35.Rxh6 Rf2 36.Rh7 Rxb2 
37.Kf6 R n + 38.Kg7 Ri3 39.Kf8 Rg3 
40.Rg7 Rxa3 41.g5 Rg3 0-1 

BrennanX (1880) - Polette,D (1529) 
Queenside Fianchetto Defense [BOO] 

Montana Open 

Although Dan Polette could not pull off 
second place (like he did in the last Barto 
Memorial) he did win two games. Here he 
tries to close the position, but the State 
Co-Champion pries it open violently. 

I.e4 b6 2.d4 Bb7 3.Bd3 e6 4.NO h6 
5.0-0 Nf6 6.Rel c6 7.a3 d5 8.e5 Nfd7 9.Be3 
c5 10.C3 c4 l l .Bc2 a6 12.Nbd2 b5 

H P m&m m mmmm ' 
m. mXM. w 

^ mXm m i 

i l m mm. 

13.Nfl Qc7 14.Qd2 Nc6 15.Ng3 0-0-0 
16.b3 Nb6 17.b4 Nd7 18.a4 Be7 19.axb5 
axb5 20.Qe2 Rdf8 21.Nd2 Qd8 22.Nbl Bg5 
23.Na3 Na7? [23...Qb6] 24.Nxc4 dxc4 
25.Rxa7 f5 26.f4 Bh4 27.Real Kb8 
28.Rxb7+! Kxb7 29.QO+ Kc7 30.Ra7+ Kc8 
31.Qb7#l-0 

GenUy,D (1126) - PriceJ) (1365) 
Ruy Lopez [C68] 

Montana Open 

l.e4 e5 2.NG Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Bxc6 dxc6 
5.0-0 Bd6 6.h3 Nf6 7.d3 0-0 8.Nc3 ReS 
9.Rel Bd7 10.a3 Qe7 ll.Be3 b5 i2.b4 c5 
13.Bxc5 Bxc5 14.bxc5 Qxc5 15.Ne2 Rad8 
16.Ncl Bc6 17.Nh3 Qb6 18.Qe2 Bb7 
19.Qe3 Qc6? 

mmmm^ 

^ mm mm la • B s 

20.Racl? [20.Na5] 20...Bc8 21.d4? exd4 
22.Nfxd4 Qxe4 23.Qxe4 Nxe4 24.Rcdl Bb7 
25.Na5 Ba8 26.Ndc6 Rxdl 27.Rxdl Nc3 
28.Rd3 Ne2+ 29.Kfl Nf4 30.Rd7 Ne6 
31.Nb4 c5 32.Nxa6 c4 33.Nc7 Nxc7 
34.Rxc7 Be4 35.a4 bxa4 36.Rxc4 a3 37.Ra4 
Bxc2 38.Rxa3 h6 39.Nc4 '/i-'/i 

David Gentry, Class E/Unrated winner 

Loy, J (1887) - Beyenal, H (1587) 
Smith-Morra Gambit [B2i] 

Montana Open 
Notes by Jim Loy 

I entered this toumament because I 
couldn't remember why 1 had retired from 
chess. Now I remember. I think that this 
game was one of the best that I have ever 
played. Losing it (due to overconfidence) 
probably helped me win the Methuselah 
Memorial Award (some call it the Montana 
Senior Championship). It didn't hurt Haluk, 
either. 

1. e4 c5 2.d4 cxd4 3.Nf3 e5 
3...a6 or others transpose 
4 c3 [4.Nxe5?? Qa5+] 4...dxc3 
A bad Morra Gambit. 4...Nc6 is better. 
5. Nxc3 Bb4 
5...d6 is published 
6. Qb3 
I like this •, 
6...Bxc3+ ^ 
Maybe 6...Nc6 
7. Qxc3 d6 8.Bc4 h6 9.0-0 Nf6 10.Qd3 

O-O l l .b3 a6 
1 l...d5 is worth considering 
12.Ba3 bS 13.Bd5 Ra7? 

Loses. 13...Nxd5 14.Qxd4 Qb6 (or other) 
and then not 15.Qxa8dueto 15...Bb7! 

14.Bxd6 Nbd7 IS.BxfS KxfS 16.Bc6 
16.Bxf7 Kxf7 17.Nxe5+ Ke8 18.Nc6 

may be easier 
16...Qe7 17.Rfdl Bb7 18.Racl Bxc6 

19.Rxc6 Kg8 20.Rc8+ K h ? 

m m A m 

21.Rdcl 
21. Ng5+ Kg6 22.Qfi is much better. I 

didn't find the move 22.Qf3; so I reluctantly 
rejected 21.Ng5+ after a couple of minutes 
of thought. 

21...Nb6 22.R8C6 
22. Ng5+ is still OK. 
22...Rd7 23.Qe3 Qd8 24.Qxb6?? 
24.h3 or 24.Rel, but 24.Rxb6? Ng4 is 

slightly embarrassing. 
24...Rdl+ 25.Nel 
At the previous move, I thought that this 

solved my problems. 
25...RXC1 0-1 

Duke,D (1820) - Fabian,S (1779) 
English [A22] 
Montana Open 

Here is the game that decided first place. 
I.c4 c6 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.e4 eS 4.ND d6 

5.Be2 g6 6.0-0 Bg7 7.d3 Nbd7 8.Rbl 0-0 
9.a3 Ne8 10.Qc2 Ndf6 ll .b4 NhS 12.b5 c5 
13.Nd5 Be6 14.Ng5 BxdS IS.cxdS Nf4 
16.NO gS 17.g3 Nxe2+ 18.Qxe2 h6 19.g4 
Qd7 20.Nd2 b6 21.Nc4 Nc7 22.a4 

m mmm 
miM miM 

Black's play has been conservative. This 
is not surprising, smce all Steve needs is a 
draw to win the toumament. This next move, 
totally closing the position, makes his draw
ing ambitions crystal clear. 

22...f6 23.h3 Rab8 24.Qb2 hS 25.13 
Not 25.gh5? because of 25...Qxh3. 
25...Bh6 26.Be3 h4 27.Rfcl Bg7 
White has a spatial advantage, but it will 

be hard to convert that to something more 
concrete. After some drifting, David formu-
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lates a plan: Stack the big pieces and push 
through on the queenside. He opts to stack 
on the b-file. Stacking on the c-file and 
eventually pushing d4 was another option. 

28.Kg2 Kh7 29.Rc2 Kh6 SO.Qcl BhS 
31.Rcb2 RfeS 32.Qel Kg6 33.Qc3 Bg7 
34.Rb3 BIS 35.0cl Bg7 36.Rlb2 BfS 
37.Qbl Bg7 3S.Bd2 BfS 39.a5 bxaS 
40.Bxa5 NaS 41 .b6 axb6 

David must decide now which piece to 
save. That knight is certainly well-posted, 
but the bishop is good, too. Maybe neither 
one is enough in this position, though. 

42.Bxb6 Nxb6 43.Rxb6 Rxb6 44.Rxb6 
RaS 45.Rb8 Qa4 46.RxaS QxaS 47.Kf2 
Be7 4S.Ke2 Ktl 49.Kd2 Qa7 50.Kc3 Qa4 
51.Kd2 Kg7 52.QbS Qa2+ 

H I 
im. m. 

wm -mi -m, m, 
w m 

Here the scoresheets end, and it's hard to 
see how either side can make any progress. 
But the clock, Steve's ally earlier in the 
tournament, becomes his arch enemy in this 
game. He blimders in time trouble and 
David goes on to win. 1-0 

Skovron,; (1948) - Wamer,N (unr.) 
Center-Counter Defense [BOl] 

Triple Header Action 

I . e4 dS 2.exd5 QxdS 3.Nf3 e6 4.Nc3 
QaS 5.Bc4 Nf6 6.0-0 Bd6 7.d4 QhS 8.Rel 
b6 9.Ne4? Nxe4 iO.Rxe4 Bb7 

A natural move, but Bxh2+ is better. 
I I . Rh4 
It may look ugly, but 11.g4 would have 

pushed the queen around enough to work. 
ll...Bxf3! 12.Qxf3 Qxh4 

H P » • m 
xm m m * n i l m mxmt 

Another natural move, but Black's 
bishop-queen batteiy is too strong. An inter
esting alternative is to play for an exchange-
down draw after 13.g3 Qxd4 14.Bb5+ c6 
15. Bxc6+ 16.Qxc6 Ke7 17.Bg5+f6 18.Qb7+ 
Bc7 19.Qxc7+. 

13...Qxh2+ 14.Kfl Qhl+ lS.Ke2 QhS+ 
16. D 0-0 17.Be3 Qh2 18.Rgl Bf4 19.Bf2 
Bg3 20.Qxa7 

Misplaces the queen. A huge upset is in 
the making. 

20...Bxi2 21.Kxf2 Qh4+ 22.Ke3? 
An attempt to defend the indefensible. 
22...Nc6 23.C3? Nxa7 24.g3 Qh2 25.Rn 

Qxg3 26.Bd3 ReS 27.Rhl g6 28.b4 Qg2 
29.Rh4 Qg5+ 30.Rf4 eS 31.dxe5 Rxe5+ 
32.Be4 fS 33.a4 fxe4 34.fxe4 Qg3+ 0-1 

Hansen,D (1606) - Suits.T (1958) 
Caro-Kann [BIO] 

Triple Header Action 

l.e4 c6 2.d3 dS 3.Nd2 eS 4.NgO Bd6 
5.Be2 NfS 6.h3 0-0 7.0-0 h6 8.c3 Be6 
9.Qc2 Nbd7 10.Nb3 aS l l .Be3 Qc7 12.c4 
a4 13.Ncl d4 14.Bd2 RfcS lS.a3 Nc5 16.b4 
axb3 17.Nxb3 Nxb3 18.Qxb3 

H B H B » f c "^tm mm 
tm&m m 

18...Nd7 
Better is 18...b4, taking advantage of the 

pin on the white queen. 
19.Rfbl Ra7 20.a4 RcaS 21.a5 Qc8 

22.Qb2 Bc7 23.Nel NcS 24.Bb4 Nd7 
25.Qd2? b6? [25...c5] 26.Nc2 c5 27.axb6 
R x a l 28.Nxal? Bxb6 29.BxcS BxcS 
30.Nb3 

13.QxaS 
Scoresheets end here, with Thad a piece 

up. Unfortimately for him, his time is low 

and he misplaces his minor pieces. This 
allows Doug to create some complications 
with the passed pawn, and he wins the game 
by cramming it down Thad's throat. 1-0 

Freddie Jay (1209) - Furdell,B (1275) 
Bird's [A03] 

Triple Header Action 

Freddie has taken to playmg the Bird's in 
club, and he is starting to win with it, 

l.f4 d5 2.ND Nc6 3.g3 BfS 4.d3 e6 
5.Bg2 h6 6.0-0 Bc5+ 7.d4 Bb6 8.e3 Nb4 
9.Na3 Qd7 10.c3 Nc6 ll.Bd2 Nf6 12.c4 
Bd3 

E: m 
mmm m 
m, ^ Mi M. » 
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13.cxd5 Bxfl? [13...exd5] 14.dxc6 Qxc6 
15. Qxfl 0-0-0 16.Ne5 QeS 17.Rcl Qe7 
18.QO Nd5 19.Nec4 Nb4? 20.Nxb6+ axb6 
21.Bxb4 Qxb4 22.Qxb7+ Kd7 23.Qxc7+ 
Ke8 24.Bc6+ 1-0 

Furdell3 (1275) - Freddie Jay (1209) 
English [A20] 

Triple Header Action 1999 

l.c4 eS 2.g3 d6 3.Bg2 c6 4.e3 Be6 5.b3 
g6 6.Bb2 Bg7 7.Ne2 fS 8.Nbc3 Nf6 9.0-0 
0-0 10.f4 Nbd7 ll .d4 exd4 12.Nxd4 ReS 
13.Qd2 NcS 14.Rael Bf7 lS.Re2 Nce4 
16. Nxe4 Nxe4 

A well-posted knight, indeed. White 
should probably just eliminate it with 
n.BxN. 

17.Qc2 dS 18.Rdl Qb6 19.Nfi3 Bxb2 
20.Qxb2 dxc4 21.bxc4 

E 

mm % 
, m X w M m 

m mmm 
By now Freddie has accumulated a big 

lead. 21...Bxc4, drivmg the Rook off, fol-
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lowed by ...Qxe3, would just about put 
White away. 

21...Qxb2 22.Rxb2 Bxc4 23.Rxb7 Bxa2 
24.Rdd7 BdS? 

Instead, 24...Rad8 buys a little time. 
White can't then play 25.Rxh7 owing to 
25...RdH-. 

25.Rxa7? 
Wi^ag pawn. With 25.Rxh7 White can 

clean up. 
25...Rxa7 26.Rxa7 c5 27.Rc7 Rb8 28.h3 
White is rightfully worried about 

28...Rb8+, but 28.Nd2 probably holds the 
fort better. 

28...Nxg3 29.Rxc5 Bf7 30.Ne5 Rbl+? 
This invasion leads nowhere. The rook 

was needed for defensive purposes. 
31.Kli2 Ne4 32.Rc8+ Kg7 33.Rc7 Kh8 

34.Nxf7+ 1-0 

Jensen,M (1861) - Erickson (1709) 
London System [DOS] 

1st Simimer Open 

Mike uses a well-plaimed skewer on the 
queen to force resignation here. 

I.d4 Nf6 2.NS e6 3.e3 c5 4.Bd3 d5 5.c3 
Nc6 6.Nbd2 Qc7 7.0-0 c4 8.Bc2 Bd6 9.e4 
e5 10.exd5Nxd5 ll.Nxc4 

^'yMm 

Il...exd4 12.Nxd6+ Qxd6 13.Rel+ Nde7 
14.Nxd4 Nxd4 15.cxd4 Be6 16.Bg5 NdS 
17.Ba4+ Kf8 IS.Rcl h6 19.Bh4 f5 20.Qe2 
Nf4 2LQe3 Kf7 22.Bg3 gS 23.Bxf4 ^ 4 
24.Qe2 Rag8 25.Qh5+ Rg6 26.Rxe6 

Suits.T (1958) - Doulas,N (1266) 
Bird-Larsen [A02] 

Triple Header Action 

Nick Doulas, rusty though he may have 
been, had some good games in the Triple 
Header. After hanging tough in the opening 
he shows he is a little out of practice with 
his middle game tactics. 

I.f4 Nf6 2.b3 g6 3.e3 Bg7 4.Bb2 0-0 
5.NO d6 6.Be2 Nbd7 7.0-0 Re8 8.Nc3 c6 
9.Qel e5 lO.fxeS dxeS ll.e4 NhS 12.Qf2 
Nf4 13.Radl NfS 

Now the time is ripe for 14.NxeS. Possi
ble continuations are 14...RxN IS.QxN, 
wiimmg a pawn; 14...NxB+ NxN, guarding 
the knight and keeping the pawn; and 
14...Nh3+ IS.gxN RxN 16.Qe3, also win
ning a pawn and keeping pressure on the 
open file. White only fmds this tactical blow 
a few moves later when it reappears. 

14.Khl Nxe2 lS.Qxe2 Bg4 16.h3 BcS 
17.Qn NhS 18.Ne2 Nf4 19.Nxe5 Nxe2? 
20.Qxf7+ Kh8 21.Nxg6+ 1-0 

JoyceJVl (1263) - Nowak,G (2189) 
Reti [AOS] 

Moiphy Memorial 

l.NfJ Nf6 2.b3 g6 3.Bb2 Bg7 4.d4 cS 
5.e3 0-0 6.Bd3 d6 7.0-0 Nbd7 8.Nbd2 Qc7 
9.c4 e6 10.Qc2 b6 l l . R a e l a6 

• mmm± 
± ± 1 1 4 1 

mm m. 

Black resigned in the &ce of 26...QxR 
27.Bb3, wiiming the queen. 1-0 

12.Nh4 Bb7 13.e4 cxd4 14.Bxd4 eS 
15.Bc3 NhS 16.g3 Qd8 17.Bb4 NcS 
IS.BxcS dxcS 19.Be2 Nf4 20.Bdl Ne6 

21.Nhf3 Qc7 22.0c3 Rad8 23.Bc2 Nd4 
24.Bbl Qc6 25.Qe3 RdeS 26.Qg5 h6 
27.Qe3 Kh7 28.iail Bf6 29.h4 BdS 
30.Rgl Bc7 31.Rg2 BcS 32.g4 Ne6 33.Qc3 
Nf4 34.Rg3 Re7 35.Regl Ne2 36.0e3 
Nxg3+ 37.Rxg3 Of6 38.gS Qf4 39.Bc2 
Qxe3 40.fxe3 h5 41.Nbl RdS 42.Nc3 Be6 
43.NdS BxdS 44.exdS e4 45.Rh3 exf3 
46.Rxf3 Kg7 47.e4 

47„.f6?? 
Greg calls this move his "blunder of the 

decade." 
48.gxf6+ K H 49.ixe7+ Kxe7 50.Re3 

BeS 51.Kg2 RfS 52.a4 
White should contest the open file with 

52.Rf3 instead. With opposite-colored bish
ops a draw would be the most likely out
come. 

52...Rf4 S3.Rh3 Bd4 54.Kg3 R f l 
SS.Rh2? BeS+ S6.Kg2 Rf4 [Rcl] Time. 0-1 

Magande - Suits 
Caro-Kann [B18] 

Internet Chess Club 

This game, played on the internet, fea
tures one of the most interesting mates I've 
ever perpetrated. 

I.e4 c6 2.d4 dS 3.Nc3 dxe4 4.Nxe4 BfS 
5.Ng3 Bg6 6.Ni3 Nd7 7.Bf4 

This lets Black disrupt the queenside 
pawn structiu'e and gain time. 

7...Qb6 S.b3 e6 9.Bd3 Bb4+ 10.Ke2 Bc3 
l l . R b l 

mmmxmt 

ll . . .Bxd4? 
Greedy. Continiung a natural develop-
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menl with 11.. .Ngf6 was better. 
12.Bxg6 hxg6 13.Qxd4 Qxd4 14.Nxd4 

e5 15.Nxc6? 
After 15.BdS White would keep the edge. 
!5...exf4 16.KD fxg3 17.Rbel+ KfS 

IS.NaS gxh2 19.Nxb7 Ngf6 20.c4 ReS 
21.Rxe8+ KxeS 22.g3 Ne5+ 23.Kg2 Nfg4 
24.Nd6+ Ke7 2S.Nb5 Nd3 26.f3?? Ne3# 
0-1 

Bumey,J (1204) - Younker,G (1704) 
[A06] 

Montana Open 

Gary sacs the exchange for an advanced 
pawn that eventually gets escorted to the 
eightth rank. 

l.Nf3 c5 2.b3 d5 3.e3 Nf6 4.c4 d4 5.exd4 
cxd4 6.Bb2 Nc6 7.Qe2 Bg4 8.d3 e5 9.Nbd2 
Bd6 10.g3 0-0 l l .Bg2 ReS 12.0-0 Qd7 
13.Ne4 Nxe4 14.Qxe4 BfS lS.Qe2 RadS 
16.Nh4 Bh3 17.Rael Bb4 18.Bxh3 Qxh3 
19.Rdl Re6 20.a3 Be7 21.Nf3 Rh6 22.Rfel 
Rdd6 23.Qfl Qg4 24.Qg2 Qf5 25.Re4 Rdf6 
26.Nh4 Qd7 27.Bcl Rxh4 28.Rxh4 Rg6 
29.Qh3 Qxh3 30.Rxh3 fS 31.Khl Bd6 32.f4 
e4 33.b4 e3 34.Rel Re6 35.Bb2 e2 36.cS 
Bc7 37.Kg2 g6 38.b5 BaS 39.bxc6 bxc6 
40.Bxd4 Bxel 41.BeS BaS 42.g4 elQ 
43.gxfS Qe2+ 0-1 

Gary Younker. He double-dog dares Montana 
players to make the trip to Spokane next year. 

Odds and ends 
The one that got away 

Jim Skovron and Nick Doulas arrived at this position in 
their Game/15 match-up at the Triple Header. Jim decided to 
"drive the knight away" with l.f3?? Nick bought into his 
thinking and dutifully played l. . .Nf6??, eventually losmg a 
tough endgame. When, after the game, the move l...h4, mate 
was pointed out to him, Nick took it philosophically. 

Changes to the bylaws: Site of State 
Closed Championship to rotate 

The newly-elected M C A Board has approved two changes 
to the bylaws. 

1) The site of the Closed will rotate the same way as the 
State Open, but on an offset schedule. This year's Closed 
(along with the Barto Memorial) will be held in Missoula on 
Sept. 11-12. 

2) When calculating an average rating for a Grand Prix 
event, the method of figuring ratings for unrated players has 
been changed. From now on the unrated player's performance 
rating for the toumament will be used. 

King him 
In a postal checkers game, State Senior Champion Jim 

Loy of Bozeman recently defeated Jerry Childers, the 
checkers-by-mail world champion. Congratulations, Jim! Now 
get back to your chess study. 

The other one that got away 

Zygmond Mayer and Michael Long reached the above position in 
a casual game recently. Michael (Black) played ...NxB? and the game 
was eventually drawn. After the game Michael analyzed the position 
and came up with what he calls "the best forced win he ever didn't 
get." Here are his comments. 

I...d4 2.Rb3 
The rook has to stay on the bishop or ...NxB wins. 
2...d3! 
Again threatenmg ...NxB. If now 3.Kfl NxB 4.gxN RxR. If 3.Khl 

NxB 4.gxN Ral+ mates in two. 
3.Be4 d2 4.Rbl Ra4 5.Bg6 Rc8 6.Rdl R c l 7.Rxd2 Nfi3+ 
And White drops a rook because it's double check. [Actually, it's 

even better than that. 7...Nd3+ gives mate in two. —Ed.] 
The analysis here conveys the beauty of the conversion of posi

tional freedom into a movement of energy that cannot be stopped, and 
that's the inherent beauty of chess. 
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A wrap-up for the 1998-1999 tournament season 

First, some thanks 
As I start my second year as editor 

of this newsletter, I want to thank the 
people w^ose work appeared in M C N 
the previous year. This past toumament 
season the pages of M C N have been 
graced by the contributions of many 
players, and the variety that theh sub
missions provides makes for a more vital 
publication. 

Al l M C A members should feel free 
to send submissions to the editor for 
inclusion; you don't have to be a G M to 
have something to say about chess. A l 
though I can't promise to include every 
submission, as far as I am concemed, the 
more member participation in the 
newsletter the better. 

Special thanks for last season to the 
following members who helped with 
their logistical support and their submis
sion of articles, photos, reports, and an
notated games. 

Les Brennan, Alex Dawson, 
Nick Doulas, Melvin Drake, 

Doug Hansen, Michael Long, 
Bi l l McBroom, Dan McCourt, 

Sherwood Moore, Greg Novrak. 

And last but not least, thanks to all 
the players (75 of them) wiiose games 
(127 of them) appeared in these pages. 

—Thad Suits 

Grand / » Prix 
Final Top 10 

Nowak, G 20.83 
Suits, T 16.83 
M c C o u r t , D 14.56 
Skovron, J 12.81 
Hansen, D 12.18 
Duke , D . 10.37 
K a t z l , R 9.73 
Beyenal , H 9.34 
Dawson , A 8.52 
Borchardt, J 8.52 

Ten Qualifiers for 
State C losed Set 

The toumament cycle ended with 
the Montana Open, so the stage is now 
set for the State Closed. These ten 
qualifiers will meet in Missoula on the 
weekend of Sept. 11-12 to compete for 
the championship: 

Current Seeded Champion 
Alex Dawson (Les Brennan. alternate) 

Grand Prix Qualifiers 
Greg Nowak, Thad Suits, Dan McCourt, 

Jim Skovron 

State Open Qualifiers 
David Duke, Haluk Beyenal, James Loy, 

Howard Hoene, Romie Carpenter 

I f any of these players caimot 
attend, first altemate for Grand Prix 
qualification is Doug Hansen, and first 
altemate for the Open is Michael Long. 

Those players who did not qualify 
this year should bear in mind that there 
will be a satellite toumament — The 
Barto Memorial — running concurrently 
with the Closed. Come and root on your 
favorite player while you compete for 
your own share of glory. 

At left are listed the final standings of 
this season's Grand Prix race. Only a clear 
first at the Open would have let Suits catch 
Nowak, whose wins at the Crocus and the 
January Thaw put him over the top this year. 

For comparison, listed here is how the 
Grand Prix standings would have looked this 
year if we were using the new travel bonus 
multiplier. In the coming season this multi
plier will reward those players wiio go the 
extra mile to play in Grand Prix toumaments. 

McCourt, D 24.17 
Nowak, G 24.14 
Suits, T 21.97 
Duke, D 17.22 
Skovron, J 16.23 
Hansen, D 14.00 
Katzl,R 9.73 
Beyenal, H 9.34 
Dawson, A 8.52 
Borchardt, J 8.52 

Montana State 
Champions, 
1998-1999 

Les Brennan 
Alex T. Dawson 

Grand Prix 
Champion 

Gregory Nowak 

Action Champion 
Thad Suits 

Quick Champion 
^ Douglas Hansen 

Blitz Champion 
James Skovron 

Postal Champion 
Duane Hildenstab 

Biggest Upset 
Sam Hardy 

422 points 

Congratulations 
from the Montana 
Chess Association 

to all of these 
players. 
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Tournament Tables 

Montana Open (5/22,23/99) 
# Name Ring Rdl Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 RdS Total 

1 David A Duke 1820 W13 W22 H— WIO Wl 4.5 

2 Steve Fabian 1779 W21 Wll W4 W9 LI 4.0 

3 Haluk Beyenal 1587 W5 D6 D7 W!4 W8 4,0 

4 Thad Suits 1972 W12 W16 L2 D6 W15 3.5 

5 James Loy 1887 L3 W21 W23 Dl l WIS 3.5 

6 Curt D CoUyer 1767 W25 D3 W15 D4 D7 3.5 

7 Keith Bro\vnlee 1747 W31 D8 D3 W13 D6 3.5 

8 James J Skovron 1927 W20 D7 D9 W22 L3 3,0 

9 Ronald A Matous 1849 W24 W17 D8 L2 H— 3,0 

10 Romie G Carpenter 1807 W26 W18 H— LI Dl l 3,0 

11 Howard F Hoene 1694 W28 L2 W25 D5 DIO 3.0 

12 John C Julian 1622 L4 W29 H— X— D16 3.0 

13 Jeremy Younker 1524 LI W33 W17 L7 W22 3,0 
14 Leslie Brennan 1880 L23 W27 H— L3 W24 2.5 

15 Michael Long 1763 D27 W19 L6 W23 L4 2.5 

16 Sherwood Moore 1732 W29 L4 H— D19 D12 25 
17 Douglas J Hansen 1705 W34 L9 L13 W25 D20 2,5 

18 Gary Younker 1704 W33 LIO H— W27 L5 25 

19 Daniel J Mc Court 1600 H— LI 5 W31 D16 D21 25 

20 William Mc Broom 1596 L8 D31 H— X— D17 2,5 

21 Augusto Rodriguez 1408 L2 L5 W34 W30 D19 2.5 

22 Ron Erickson 1709 W32 LI W24 L8 L13 2.0 

23 Brian W Bailey 1560 W14 H— L5 L15 D27 2.0 

24 Dan Polette 1529 L9 W32 L22 W33 L14 2.0 

25 Eriel Mayer 1484 L6 W34 L l l L17 W29 2.0 

26 James Chester 1452 LIO L28 L32 X— W33 2.0 

27 Jim Bumey 1204 D15 L14 W30 L18 D23 20 

28 Robert Mesaros unr. L l l W26 H— F— u— 1,5 

29 Ken Cook 1375 L16 L12 L33 W31 L25 1.0 

30 Don Price 1365 u— H— L27 L21 D31 1.0 

31 David Gentry 1126 L7 D20 L19 L29 D30 1.0 
32 Russell DeTieime unr. L22 L24 W26 F _ - U - - 1.0 
33 Peter Skarstedt imr. L18 L13 W29 L24 L26 1.0 
34 Nick Warner urn. L17 L25 L21 F . _ u— 0.0 

Bitterroot Open (5/1/99) 
# Name Rdl Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Rd5 Tot 

1 Greg Nowak W7 B — W2 H — W8 af.5 
2 Jim McClure W8 W3 L I W4 W6 4.0 
3 Eric Gilbertson W9 L 2 W8 W5 W4 4.0 
4 Dale Gross D6 W7 W5 L 2 L 3 2.5 
5 Johimy Legan H — W6 L 4 L 3 W7 2.5 
6 Kyle Seamons D4 L 5 W9 W8 L 2 2.5 
7 Carl Jacobs L I L 4 B — W9 L 5 2.0 
8 Rod Nielson L 2 W9 L 3 L 6 L I 1.0 
9 Will Reynolds L 3 L 8 L 6 L 7 u — 0.0 

Triple Header — Montana Action Championship (6/26/99) 
# Name Rtn^ Rdl Rd2 RdS Rd4 Rd5 Tot 
1 Thad Suits 1958 W6 L3 W5 W4 W8 4.0 
2 James J Skovron 1948 W8 L 4 W6 W3 W7 4.0 
3 Douglas J Hansen 1606 W7 W l W4 L 2 W5 4.0 
4 Nick Warner unr. W5 W2 L3 L I W6 3.0 
5 William J Furdell 1275 L 4 W8 L I W7 L3 2.0 
6 Nick J Doulas 1266 L I W7 L 2 W8 L 4 2.0 
7 Freddie Jay 1209 L3 L 6 W8 L5 L2 1.0 
8 Melvin P Drake 1235 L 2 L 5 L 7 L 6 L I 0.0 

Tiebreaks included 

Triple Header — Montana Blitz Cham pionshlp (6/26/99) 
Name Rtng rdl rd2 rd3 rd4 rdS rd6 rd7 Tot 

1 Skovron 1948 $7 $6 $4 $5 $3 $8 D2 12.5 
2 Suits 1958 $6 $5 $8 $7 W4 $3 #1 12.5 
3 Hansen 1606 W5 $8 $7 $4 L I L 2 $6 9.0 
4 Freddie Jay 1209 W8 $7 L I L3 W2 $6 #5 7.5 
5 Doulas 1266 W3 L 2 W6 L I $8 W7 D4 5.5 
6 Warner unr. L 2 L I W5 $8 $7 L4 L3 5.0 
7 Drake 1235 L I L 4 L 3 L 2 L 6 W5 $8 3.0 
8 Furdell 1275 W4 L3 L 2 L 6 L 5 L I L 7 1.0 

Note: $ = Double Win, # = Win and a draw. Tiebreaks included. 

Triple Header — Montana Quick Championship (6/27/99) 
# Name Rm^ Rdl Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Rd5 Tot 
1 DouglK J Hansen 1606 W4 W3 W2 W7 W5 S.O 
2 Thad Suits 1958 W5 W7 L I D3 W4 3.5 
3 James J Skovron 1948 W8 L I W5 D2 W6 3.5 
4 Freddie Jay 1209 L I W8 W7 D6 L 2 2.5 
5 Nick J Doulas 1266 L 2 W6 L3 W8 L I 2.0 
6 Nick Warner imr. L 7 L 5 W8 D4 L3 1.5 
7 WiUiam J Furdell 1275 W6 L 2 L 4 L I L 8 1.0 
8 Melvin P Drake 1235 L3 L 4 L 6 L5 W7 1.0 

Morphy Memorial Open (6/26/99) 
U Name Rtng Rdl Rd2 Rd3 Tot 

1 Greg Nowak 2189 W5 W4 W2 a/o 
2 Dan McCourt 1605 W6 W3 L I 2.0 
3 Rich Hall 1555 W7 L 2 W5 2.0 
4 Eric Gilbertson 1391 W9 L I W7 2.0 
5 Mike Joyce 1263 L I W9 L3 1.0 
6 Andy Shipp 836 L 2 L 7 WIO 1.0 
7 Johnny Legan 808 L3 W6 L 4 1.0 
8 Jane Locastro 892 U — U — W9 1.0 
9 Kyle Seamans imr. L 4 L 5 L 8 0.0 
10 Cindy Swahlen 1117 U — U — L 6 0.0 
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upcoming Events 

Membership in USCF and MCA (or other state affiliate) required for all events unless otherwise noted. 

September 11& 12 State Closed Championship 
Format: Ten-player invitational, 5 md Swiss. Time Controls: 30/90, G/60. Site: Univ. of M T , Rankin Hall, Room 203. (Not far . 
from Social Sciences Bldg.) E F : Free to qualifiers. Prizes: Trophy and Championship title to winner. Rnds: Sat: 9, 2, 7; Sim 9,2 . 
Reg: 8:00-8:40. Contact: Thad Suits, 2015 4th Ave. N . Great Falls, MT 59401. Tel. 453-6160. 

September 11 & 12 John Barto Memorial ^ - * - * • 
(Held in conjunction with the Closed Championship) * 

Format: Two sections, Open and Under 1400. Format depends on number of entries in each division. Time Controls: 30/90, G/30. 
Site: Univ. of M T , Rankin Hall, Room 203. (Not far from Social Sciences Bldg.) E F : $15 if rec'd by 9/8, $20 after that. Prizes: Tro
phies for 1st and 2nd in each section. Rnds: Sat: 9, 2, 7; Sun 9, 2. Reg: 8:00-8:40. Contact: Dan McCourt, 608 W. Central, Mis
soula, M T 59801. Tel. 761-0254. • 

August 14th Western Montana Open 
Format: 5 md unrated Swiss. Membership in M C A encouraged but not requhed. Time controls: Game/30. Site: Shack Restaurant, 
222 W. Main, Missoula. E F : $10 early, $14 at the door. Juniors 17 and under $3 less. Prizes (based on 20): lst-$30, 2nd-$25, 3rd-
$20, 4th-$10. $5 gift certificate to best Larsen and Andersen Opening. M C A membership for best English. Jnr. prize of $10 based on 
2 or more players. Reg: 11:00-11:15. Rnds: 11:30, 1, 2:30, 4, 5:30. Contact: Gregory Nowak, Hellgale Station, Box 8572, Mis
soula, M T 59807. Other: $1 rebate for anyone wearing Octopus T-shirt. Bring chess equipment. Aug. 14th is Octopus' birthday. 

August 28th Rudolph Spielman Memorial 
Format: 3 Quads. Membership in M C A encouraged but not required. Time controls: Game/60. Site: Shack Restaurant, 222 W. 
Main, Missoula. E F : $7 early, $10 at the door. Juniors 17 and under $2 less. Prizes: lst-$20, 2nd-$15, 3rd-$10. Rnds: 11:00,1:15, 
3:30. Contact: Gregory Nowak, Hellgate Station, Box 8572, Missoula, M T 59807. Other: Speed toumament afterwards. 

October 16 & 17 Chinook Open (Great Falls' Grand Prix Event) 
Format: 5 md Swiss. Time Controls: Game/2. Site: University of Great Falls, Classroom Bldg., Room 203. Enter from 23rd St. 
parking lot. E F : $15 i f rec'd by 10/13, $20 any time after that. Prizes: 1st - $100, $20 to top in each division. Reg: 8:45-9:30. Rnds: 
10, 2, 7; 9,1. Contact: Thad Suits, 2015 4th Ave. N. , Great Falls, M T 59401, Tel. (406) 453-6160. Other: Limited housing avail
able on a first-come-first-served basis. 

U C C C 1st Summer Open (6/t7/99) 
# Name Rdl Rd2 Rd3 Tot 
1 Jensen W3 D2 W4 2.5 
2 Moore B — D l W3 2.5 
3 Erickson L I B — L 2 1.0 
4 McCourt, D. u — U— L I 0.0 

Look for games from the Midsummer Open in the 
September issue of MCN. 

The Polgar Corner 
The following position is taken from the 

encyclopedia Chess by Laszlo Polgir. How 
quickly can you find this mate in two? 

The answer is on the back page. 

i 

White to move and mate in 2 
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20 and 10 years ago in MCN 
July, 1979 

Yasser Seirawan, a nineteen-year-old I M from Seattle, visited 
Montana to play in the State Open and to conduct a 24-board simul. 
Seirawan, rated 2495 at the time, swept the Open with a score of 6-0, and 
went 23-1 in the simul. His only loss in the latter event came against none 
other than current co-champion Alex Dawson. 

July, 1989 
The M C A established two new award categories: Biggest upset of 

the year and greatest rating gain of the year. 
Romie Carpenter won the Montana Open with a score of 4'/2-'/2. 

Bill Lynch, Mike Jensen, and Jim Loy tied for second place with 4-1. 
Ron Matous gained 77 rating points on his vray to winning the 

Wyoming State Championship. 

Answer to "What's the Cruncher?" 
From Gurtoui-Nowak, 1998 USA-Latvia Postal Match. 
The Octopus won a pawn and a strong initiative with 
l...Ng4+! If 2.6dsl, then2...Qf6+ and 3...QxR follow, so 
White retreated. Play continued 2.Kgl Nxe3, and White 
resigned shortly. 

Answer to "The Polgar Corner" 
l.Nb6+ then l...Kb8 2.Rd8-H- or 1....CXN2.C7-H-. In 
this second line, if you thought 2.Rd8+ would do it, you 
missed the saving move 2...Bb8 
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