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P r o m o t i n g C h e s s E x c e l l e n c e b y E d u c a t i o n a n d C o m p e t i t i o n 

M e m b e r s h i p / S u b s c r i p t i o n = S6 / y r r e g u l a r , $ 3 / y r j u n i o r 

., JENSEN WINS UCCC 1ST WINTER OPEN 
NOWAK WINS FREEZE-OUT 

JENSEN WINS UCCC 2ND WINTER OPEN 
THOMPSON, CARPENTER & MAYER WIN MIDWINTER 

NOWAK WINS VALENTINE OPEN 
ERICKSON WINS UCCC 3RD WINTER OPEN 

a l e n t i n e 
Inspires Artistic Expression^ 

; T h e a r t o f 
c omb ina t i on , the 
art of deception, the 
ar t of pos i t i ona l 
play, endgame artistry and lovely donuts 
made for a quintessential Montana 
chess weekend in Missoula. Twenty six 
players, nurtured by years of study and 

practice, sought to play the perfect game. And. although this 
Editor is no Judge of perfection, it is hoped that the reader wil l 
find many pretty examples of artistic excellence inside. 

G r e g N o w a k t o o k f i r s t p l a c e , w i n n i n g a l l f o u r o f h i s g a m e s . 
H i s a r t f u l f i n e s s e is d e m o n s t r a t e d i n p r i n t f o r y o u r e d i f i c a t i o n . 

J o n n i A m m o n d t s t a r t e d h i s t h i n g s o f f b y d e f e a t i n g M i c h a e l 
J e n s e n i n r o u n d o n e f o r a n u p s e t o f 4 9 0 p o i n t s ( m a y b e t h e u p s e t o f 
1 9 9 6 ? ) . T h e r e a d e r m a y , o f c o u r s e , w a n t t o see l i o w h e d i d t h i s ! 

A n d M i c h a e l L o n g m a t e d w i t h a K n i g h t a n d B i s h o p o n t h e 
f i f t i e t h m o v e o f t h e fifty-move l i m i t ! L o t s o f n e a t s t u f f ! • 



What's New 
F r e e z e - O u t : - repKjrt b y D a n M c C o u r t - Greg Nowak pa r l ayed th r ee w i n s a n d a d r a w I n t o a clear F i r s t over 

seventeen o t l i e r compet i to rs i n the fifth a n n u a l Freeze-Out. 
Romie Carpente r also finished undefeated for clear Second on 3 po in ts . Ke i th Brownlee scored 2.5 po in t s for best u n d e r 1600, 

wh i l e the m e d a l for best t o u r n e y b y a p rov i s i ona l/unra t ed player went to Car l Jenson o n tie breaks over Chr i s M c C o u r t . 
There was a n u n u s u a l b u t welcome representa t i on o f every r a t i n g level f r o m master to novice. The newest p layer to rated chess, 

a youngs te r n a m e d M i chae l Joyce , b r o u g h t a t a c t i c a l flair t h a t bel ied h is r a n k i n g on the r a t i n g c h a r t . M i chae l a n d Jeremy Y o u n k e r 
p layed cons i s t en t l y good chess t h r o u g h o u t the weekend , d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h a t only lack of exper ience separates these j u n i o r s f r o m t h e i r 
b r i gh t potent ia l . 

Dav id G r i f f i t h u n l e a s h e d upse ts of 4 4 7 a n d 3 9 7 po in t s , wh i l e J i m B u m e y t u r n e d i n a 4 1 6 po in t upse t . B u t for h a n ^ n g a Rook 
i n a n o therwise w o n game. J i m w o u l d also have no t ched a 4 6 6 po in t upset of t h i s wr i t e r . 

T ime con t r o l s w i t h o u t s u d d e n dea th rev ived a n o ld d i m e n s i o n - end game t echn ique . The Carpenter - Moore game became a 
seven-hour lesson i n h a n d l i n g a Rook a n d Pawn e n d i n g - exc ruc ia t ing to wa t ch , b u t Ins t ruc t i v e and impress ive . 

As a lways , 1 offer t h a n k s t o t h e inventor of the " r a t i n g floor concept. I v i s i t t h a t place so of ten. A n d t h a n k s to a l l who a t t ended -
w i t h a spec ia l t i p of the h a t t o o u r ou t -o f - t own f r i ends for the i r suppo r t . See y a at the Bookworm. 

B u s i n e s s A g e n d a : The agenda for the MCA Business Meet ing, to be he ld a t the State Open i n May, w i l l be announced i n 
the next newslet ter . Please m a k e k n o w n what y o u w a n t o n the agenda before the e n d of A p r i l , lest y o u miss y o u r chance. 

B y l a w C h a n g e s : MCA G r a n d Prix t o u r n a m e n t s w i l l , as of t h i s newslet ter , use the fo l lowing t i e -breaks , i n t h i s order: 
] ) Solkoff. 2) C u m u l a t i v e . 3) Sonneborn-Berger (head t o head). Also, the by law t h a t requires t h a t the date a n d s i te of the Closed be 
announced i n the same news le t te r t h a t f i r s t announces t l i e State Open detai ls now also requires t h a t the t ime contro ls and r o u n d t imes 
be announced . You w i l l therefore not ice tha t t h i s I n f o rma t i on is , i n fact, prov ided for y o u i n th i s issue, as is a copy of the cu r r en t By laws . 

M i d w i n t e r O p e n : I t was q u e s t i o n a b l e w h e t h e r (weather? ) the r e was even g o i n g to be a M i d w i n t e r O p e n , for 
t e m p e r a t u r e s were a ve rag ing t w e n t y degrees I je low zero l ead ing u p to the t o u r n a m e n t weekend ! B u t sifter severa l phone cal ls a n d 
consu l ta t i ons , the show went on and people came, e ighteen i n a l l . 

J o h n C. T h o m p s o n w o n o n t ie -breaks over Romie Carpenter and Zygmond Mayer, a l l o f w h o m had four po ints i n t l i i s five-round 
event. Er ie l Mayer (1545 ) left the event w a l k i n g t a l l after d r a w i n g w iU i K u b a (1917) a n d Johansson (2077) a n d l eav ing Dav id D u k e w i t l i 
t he g r i m task of p i c k i n g u p the pieces after h is Toss to Er i e l . 

N e w s l e t t e r s : For anyone w h o has ever en te r ta ined the idea of t r y i n g h i s/he r h a n d a t do ing the newsletter , n o w is 
the t ime to t h i n k more se r i ous ly abou t i t . Your c u r r e n t Ed i t o r w i l l step aside after one more issue a n d pass the ba t on . 

I f y o u have a t y pewr i t e r or a c o m p u t e r or have legible h a n d w r i t i n g , y o u can make news le t ters . MCA is an a l l vo lunteer m i x of 
chess p layers w h o bas icaUy j u s t w a n t to k n o w w h e n the n e x t t o u r n a m e n t w i l l be. The p e r son w h o steps f o r w a r d t o prov ide t h i s 
i n f o rma t i on w i l l be t r u l y apprec ia t ed . T h i n k abou t i t . Is i t y o u r t ime? 

The idea l s i t u a t i o n w o u l d , o f course , be t h a t the new Secre tary/Treasurer w i l l a s sume the news le t te r r e spons ib i l i t y . Th i s has 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y been a "package" dea l . This whole "package" w i l l become vacant as o f the State Open bus iness mee t ing . A n d th i s mee t ing Is 
ac tua l l y a p p r o a c i i i n g fast . I t is therefore t ime to m a k e y o u r ava i lab i l i t y k n o w n , so y o u c a n be cons idered a cand ida te for nom ina t i on . 

Techn i ca l s u p p o r t a n d advice wiU be avaf lable from the c u r r e n t Ed i t o r d u r i n g a n d after the t r a n s i t i o n for as l ong as i t 's needed. 

V a l e n t i n e O p e n : The Valent ine was easi ly won by the "Oc t opus ' - Greg Nowak, who played four games for f our po ints , 
Jonn i A m m o n d t p layed t o u g h i n r o u n d one against Michae l Jensen, r e su l t ing i n a possible MCA Upset of the Year ( 4 9 0 p o i n t s ) ! Bob 
M a r t i n also had M i k e J ensen w o r r i e d , as lie wo rked hi.s two B i sho i s i n t o an a r t f u l p i ece -w inn ing c o m b i n a t i o n . The two piayers t h e n 
agreed on a d r a w {s t i l l a feather i n Mar t in ' s cap), J o h n R a y b u r n di( an excel lent j o b of d i r e c t i ng the Va lent ine , and some t r i c k y p a i r i n g 
prob lems were solved w i t h fluidity. W i t h some he lp f r o m the Spokane; c rowd , the players totaled a respectable twenty six. 

T h o m p s o n T e a c h e s : The second eirticle i n Mr . Thompson 's series of he lp fu l chess h i n t s appears i n t h i s issue. Don ' t fa i l to 
take his lessons to hear t , J o h n T h o m p s o n has t a u g h t m a n y a fine chess player, the l ikes of Keh S m i t h of Chess Digest fame. ' 
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U C C C 1ST WINTER OPEN 1 2 / 7 . 1 4 . 2 1 / 9 5 
NAME RTG R1 R2 R3 TOT 

1 J. Michael Jensen 1974 W 5 JW2 |_W 3 3 
2 Romie Carpenter 1811 W6 L 1 1W 4 Z 

3 John Raj/burn 1493 WH. OZI 
4 Ron Erickson 1733 L3 |W6 jL 2 1 
5 William McBroom 1718 L 1 0 3 0 6 1 
6 Sherwood Moore 1629 L2 iL4 IDS 0.5 

FIVE-VALLEYS FREEZE-OUT 1 / 1 3 , 1 4 / 9 6 
NAME RTG R1 R2 R3 R4 TOT 

1 Nowak 2198 W9 |W8 JW3 D4 3.5 
2 Carpenter 1811 W13|D5 0 4 W9 3 
3 McBroom 1718 W16JW7 L 1 0 6 2.5 
4 Jensen 1974 W6 JH" 0 2 D 1 2.5 
5 Moore 1629 W17 0 2 L I O W7 2.5 
6 Brownlee 1436 

W10JL3 t w r i 
0 3 2.5 

7 Griffin 1253 W10JL3 t w r i L5 2 
8 Jenson 1651 W I S [L 1 L 6 

L I I w l s T w M 
W I O 

L 2 
2 
2 9 Rayburn 1493 

W I S [L 1 L 6 

L I I w l s T w M 
W I O 

L 2 
2 
2 

1 0 
1 1 

D. McCourt 
G. Younker 

1700 
1650' 

L 7 I W H J W S 
L 1 4 IW16fL7 

18_ 

W15 
2 
2 

1 2 
1 3 

C. McCourt 
Gisselbeck 

1090 
1386 

U-- jU^-JBYF^ 
L 2 I H - - |L16 

WJ4 
W17 

2 

1.5 
1 4 
1 5 

Bumey 1 1234 
J. Younker j 1214 

.W1.L|..LIO.1L...9..1LI,2... 
L 8 119 |W17fL11 

1 
1 

1 6 Petersen 1361 L3 L11 W13 U-- 1 
1 7 Joyce |UNR L5 | L 6 I L I S I L I S 0 

Ml[ ̂ WINTER OPEf 'J 2/3 4/96 

NAME RTG R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 TOT 
1 Thompson i2100 W7 W5 W 3 ! D 2 H-- 4 
2 Carpenter i 1864 W 9 W4 H - - i D 1 . . W 6 4 
3 Z. Mayer \ 2 0 0 4 8 W12|L1 iW10:W5 4 
4 Johansson .1.207?. W I O I L 2 W2J.D 6... yyi.i 3,5 
5 Brennan [1821 W16 L 1 W8 iwi3 L 3 ' 3 
6 E. Mayer ^ ^"^^ on W14JW13J04 L 2 , 3 
7 Bailey 1662 L 1 W16L4 W12 WIO 3 
8 Scarff 1600 L 3 W15!L5 iwi6 wik 3 
9 Ammondt L 2 LIO o is lwis B-- 2.5 

1 0 Moore L4 W 9 L7 2 
1 1 Kuba |l917 06 013 L1o]wi4 L 4 2. 
1 2 Suriano j l l03 B " L 3 L14_|L7 W15 2 
1 3 Ouke J1793 wisToii M I L S H- 2 
1 4 Amundson 1233 H-- W12iL11 L 8 1.5 
1 5 Smith 11416iU-- L 8 0 9 [ B - - LI 2 1.5 
1 6 Bye 11484 L 5 L7 w i i t r s " ^ U-- 1 
1 7 Price X l l 3 5 . W18IU-- lU-- rU-- 1 
1 8 Hofland h 3 5 6 'L13 L17 L16 JL 9 u - 0 
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U C C C 2 N D WINTER OPEN 1 / 4 , 1 1 . 1 8 / 9 6 

NAME RTG R1 R2 R3 TOT 
1 J. Michael Jensen i 1974iW4 jBYE iW2 .2.5 
2 i 

Romie C a r £ e n t e r | 1811iW 5 IW7 I L 1 2 
3 William McBroom | „ ] . Z l § i . D i „ „ |D5 _1_.5 
4 Daniel J. McCourt \ 1700iL1 \D3 IW8 1.5 
5 Sherwood Moore j 1629iL2 JW6 lD3 1.5 
6 John Rayburn j 149310 3 IL4 IW7 1.5 
7 Ryan Cain | 1273iBYE I L 2 i L 6 1 
8 Oavid Shuphart | 1825iU-- | U - I L 4 0 

VALENTINE OPEN 2 / 1 7 . 1 8 / 9 6 
NAME RTG R1 R2 R3 R4 TOT 

1 Nowak 2175 W14 W13 W2 W4 4 
2 Johansson , 2077 WIO W8 !L 1 W13 3 
3 Brennan 1821 020 W19 0 9 W7 3 
4 Carpenter 1864 019 W24 W18JL 1 2.5 
5 D. Shu£hart_^ 1822 024 W15 L 7 W18 2.5 
6 Ouke 1793 W25 0 9 O i l 010 2.5 
7 Erickson 1756_̂  W22 O i l W 5 L3 2.5 
8 _ 1777 yy26 L2 W14i09 2.5 
9 McBroom 1664 W17 0 6 0 3 0 8 2.5 

1 0 Moore _1_656 L2 W26 W23i0 6 2̂,5 
1 1 Martin 1632 W16 

0 7 
0 6 012 2.5 

1 2 Jensen _ 2 0 3 g BYE W24[D1J____ 2 
1 3 G. Younker 1683 W23 L 1 W15iL 2 2 
1 4 Bailey 1662 L 1 W22 L 8 W19 2 
1 5 Ammondt 1540 W12 L5 LI 3 W23 2 
1 6 Griffin 1321 L11 L23 W26 W22 2 
1 7 Suriano 1103 L10 W25 L21 W26 2 
18 McCourt 1727 BYE W20 L 4 L5 1.5 
19 Rajala 1506 0 4 L3 W20 LI 4 1.5 
2 0 Furdell 1355 0 3 LI 8 LI 9 W25 1.5 
21 C. Jenson 1651lU-- U-- lW17 U-- 1 
2 2 J. Younker 2257 LL.. L14 W25 1 
23 Stuckey 1199 L13 W16 LIO LI 5 1 
24 Brownlee 1497J05 L 4 L12 WD__ 0.5 
25 Petersen 0 316 L 6 LI 7 L22 L20 0 
2 6 M, Shuqhart 1251 L 8 LIO LI 6 LI 7 0 

U C C C 3 R D WINTER OPEN 2 / 1 , 8. 15/95 

NAME RTG 1 2 3 TOT 
1 Ron Erickson 1 1756-0 4 W 8 iW3 j 2.5 
2 Ted Catton 1 1741 0 5 0 4 - |W7 
3 Oan McCourt j 1727 W6 W7 iL 1 1 2 
4 Bill McBroom \^ 0 1 0 2 [0,5 : 1.5 
5 Carl Jenson JUNR 0 2 W6 104 i 2 
6 John Rayburn 477 L 3 I I 5 iW8 i 1 
7 Ryan Cain 1 1273 BYÊ _ L3 i L 2 \
8 Sherwood Moore | 1656 BYE L 1 |L6 \5 

Januaty/FebruG'v, 1^6 



The Middle Game 
the second in a series of articles on improving chess ^ 

b y 

J o h n C . Thompson 

here is a saying 
t h a t c h e s s i s n i n e t y 
n i n e p e r c e n t t a c t i c s . I 
d o n ' t b e l i e v e i t . P o s i 
t i o n a l p l a y i s e q u a l l y 
i m p o r t a n t . I n f a c t , 
c o m b i n a t i o n s a l m o s t 
a l w a y s c o m e a s t h e 
r e s u l t o f a s o u n d 

b u i l d - u p o f t h e p o s i t i o n . O n e o f t h e 
m o s t b r i l l i a n t p l a y e r s i n t h e h i s t o r y 
o f c h e s s - P a u l M o r p h y - f r e q u e n t l y 
b e a t h i s o p p o n e n t s b y o u t -
c o m b i n i n g t h e m , b u t w h e n t h e y 
w o u l d n ' t m a k e e n o u g h m i s t a k e s t o 
a l l o w h i m t o b e b r i l l i a n t , h e s i m p l y 
o u t - p l a y e d t h e m . T h i s w a s e s 
p e c i a l l y t r u e o f h i s m a t c h w i t h t h e 
g r e a t A d o l p h A n d e r s s e n , w h o 
m a n y a u t h o r i t i e s t h i n k w a s ^ 
m o r e i m a g i n a t i v e t h a n M o r p h y . 
b u t t h e l a t t e r b e a t h i m 
d e c i s i v e l y b e c a u s e l i e h a d a 
b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e 
l o g i c a l b a s i s o f c h e s s . 

T h e r e a r e t h r e e f u n d a 
m e n t a l p r i n c i p l e s : 
1. T h e p r i n c i p l e o f f o r c e . 

t h e p l a y e r w h o i s a h e a d 
i n m a t e r i a l s h o u l d w i n . 

2 . T h e p r i n c i p l e o f m o b i l i t y . 
T h e p l a y e r w h o h a s 
m o r e r o o m fo r h i s 
p i e c e s t o m o v e a b o u t i n 
h a s a n a d v a n t a g e . 

3 . T h e p r i n c i p l e o f s a f e t y . 
T h e s a f e t y o f t h e K i n g is 
o f p r i m a r y i m p o r t a n c e . 
I t i s i m p o r t a n t t o k n o w t h e 

v a l u e o f t h e p i e c e s . T a k i n g t h e 
P a w n a s t h e m e a s u r e , t h e B i s h o p 
a n d K n i g h t a r e e a c h w o r t h t h r e e , 
t h e R o o k f i v e a n d t h e Q u ^ e n n i n e . 
T h u s t h e Q u e e n i s e q u a l t o t w o 
B i s h o p s a n d a K n i g h t , o r t w o 
K n i g h t s a n d a B i s h o p , o r m o r e o r 
l e ss e q u a l t o t w o R o o k s , d e p e n d i n g 
o n t h e p o s i t i o n . 

E v e r y p l a y e r s h o u l d 
c u l t i v a t e h i s a b i l i t y t o w o r k o u t 
c o m b i n a t i o n s - m e a n i n g a s e r i e s o f 
f o r c e d m o v e s w h i c h l e a d s t o 
m a t e r i a l g a i n . T h i s c a n b e d o n e b y 
s t u d y i n g t h e g a m e s o f t h e m a s t e r s . 
T h e b e s t b o o k o n t h e s u b j e c t t h a t I 
h a v e e v e r s e e n i s C^o in l i ina ! i o n 

C h a l l e n g e ! - A t t a i n i n g t h e M a s t e r -
E x p e r t L e v e l s i n C h e s s t h r o u g h 
T a c t i c s iJ54 Slriking Examples 
in a 1990's Format b y L o u H a y s ' 
a n d U S C F S e n i o r M a s t e r J o h n 
H a l l . 

T h i s b o o k c a n b e p u r 
c h a s e d f r o m H a y s P u b l i s h i n g . P .O . 
B o x 7 9 7 6 2 3 . D a l l a s , T X 7 5 3 7 9 
f o r $ 1 8 . 4 5 , s h i p p i n g a n d h a n d l i n g 
i n c l u d e d ( q u a n t i t y d i s c o u n t r a t e s t o 
s c h o o l s , c h e s s c l u b s , p r i s o n s a n d 
p r i v a t e c h e s s i n s t r u c t o r s ) . 

A l s o a v a i l a b l e f r o m H a y s 
P u b l i s h i n g i s M y S y s t e m - 21st 
Century Edition b y A r o n 
N i m z o w i t s c h @ S 2 1 . 0 0 . T h i s i s a 

^^JL pCan is made 
for a few moves 
onCy - not for the 

whote game." 

c l a s s i c w h i c h h a s n e v e r b e e n 
s u r p a s s e d a s a n e x p l a n a t i o n o f 
w h a t c h e s s i s a l l a b d u t . 

T h e o p e n i n g l e n d s i t s e l f 
v e r y w e l l t o p l a y i n g r u l e s a n d 
m a x i m s b u t t h e m i d d l e g a m e i s 
m o r e c o m p l i c a t e d . S t i l l , t h e r e a r e 
t w o i m p o r t a n t r u l e s w h i c h s h o u l d 
b e f o l l o w e d : 

F i r s t R u l e . H a v e a l l y o u r 
m o v e s flt i n t o d e f i n i t e p l a n s . D o n o t 
p l a y a i m l e s s l y . A p l a n i s m a d e f o r a 
f e w m o v e s o n l y - n o t f o r t h e w h o l e 
g a m e . T h e b e s t c o u r s e i s t o n o t e a l l 
t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s f o r t i i e n e x t t w o 
m o v e s b u t t r y t o w o r k o u t f o r c e d 
v a r i a t i o n s a s f a r a s t h e y g o . T h i s 
m e a n s t h a t m a n y p l a n s w i l l b e 

f o r m u l a t e d a n d c a r r i e d o u t d u r i n g a 
g a m e . 

P l a n s a r e m a d e f o r s p e c i f i c 
p u r p o s e s o n l y . P l a n t o w e a k e n o n e 
e n e m y P a w n , o r t o u n d e r m i n e t h e 
p o s i t i o n o f o n e p i e c e , o r t o p l a c e 
o n e o f y o u r p i e c e s o n a , s q u a r e 
w h e r e i t w i l l b e h i g h l y e f f ec t i ve , o r 
t o c o o r d i n a t e t h e a c t i o n o f y o u r t w o 
R o o k s , o r t o w e a k e n y o u r 
o p p o n e n t ' s K i n g p o s i t i o n - s u c h a s 
f o r c i n g g 6 w h e n y o u c o n t r o l t h e 

l o n g d i a g o n a l . 

K e e p y o u r p l a n s f l e x i 
b l e . D o n o t a d h e r e t o o n e h a r d 
a n d r i g i d se r i es o f m o v e s w h i c h 
y o u a r e g o i n g t o c a r r y o u t . c o s t 
w h a t i t m a y . Y o u r p l a n s h o u l d 
b e c o m p o s e d o f o n e c e n t r a ! 
i d e a b a s e d o n s o m e g e n e r a l 
p r i n c i p l e s a n d o n e o r t w o s h o r t 
v a r i a t i o n s . I t i s f o l l y t o t r y t o 
f o r e s e e e v e r y t h i n g , a n d y o u c a n 
r e s t a s s u r e d t h a t n o b o d y d o e s . 

T h e p l a n m u s t b e 
b a s e d o n s o u n d g e n e r a l 
p r i n c i p l e s : f o r c e , m o b i l i t y a n d 
K i n g s a f e t y . A b o v e a l l . t r y t o 
k e e p y o u r p i e c e s w o r k i n g 
t o g e t h e r a s o n e h a r m o n i o u s 
w l i o l e . 

A n d f m a i l y , t h e p l a n m u s t 
be s u g g e s t e d b y s o m e f e a t u r e i n t h e 
p o s i t i o n . W e c a n f r e q u e n t l y h a v e 
t w o p l a n s w o r k i n g s i d e b y s i d e - a 
l o n g - r a n g e p l a n t o a t t a c k t l t e K i n g 
a n d a s h o r t - t e r m p l a n t o w e a k e n a 
P a w n ' s p o s i t i o n t o f a c i l i t a t e t h e 
a t t a c k . 

H O W T O A N A L Y Z E A P O S I T I O N 

T h e r e a r e five e l e m e n t s i n 
a n y s i t u a t i o n o n t h e c h e s s b o a r d : 
f o r c e ( o r m a t e r i a l ) . P a w n s t r u c t u r e , 
d e g r e e o f m o b i l i t y o f t l i e p i e c e s , 
K i n g s a f e t y a n d c o m b i n a t i v e 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s . T h e s e f a c t o r s g i v e u s 
t h e b a s i c q u e s t i o n s : 
1. A m I a h e a d , b e h i n d or even i n 
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T h e M i d d l e G a m e , c o n t i n u e d 

m a t e r i a l ? 

2 . A r e m y P a w n s w e l l p l a c e d ? A n d 
h o w d o t h e y c o m p a r e w i t h m y 
o p p o n e n t ' s ? 
3 . H o w m u c h f r e e d o m o f a c t i o n d o 
m y p i e c e s h a v e ? A n d i s m y d e g r e e 
o f m o b i l i t y g r e a t e r t l i a n m y 
o p p o n e n t ' s ? 
4 . A r e t h e K i n g s sa fe , o r e x p o s e d t o 
a t t a c k ? 
5 . W h a t i s t h e t h r e a t ( c o m b i n a 
t i o n s ) ? 
! n a l l c a s e s ; w e go o n t o a s k , " W h a t 
a m I g o i n g t o d o a b o u t i t ? " 

S e c o n d R u l e : W h e n y o u a r e 
a h e a d i n m a t e r i a l , e x c h a n g e a s 
m a n y p i e c e s a s p o s s i b l e , e s p e c i a l l y 
Q u e e n s . T h e n y o u r a d v a n t a g e 
b e c o m e s p e r c e n t a g e - w i s e g r e a t e r . 

P A W N S T R U C T U R E 

T h e c o n f i g u r a t i o n o f t h e 
P a w n s i s t h e m o s t s t a b l e e l e m e n t i n 
t h e p o s i t i o n a n d m u s t i n e v i t a b l y 
d e t e r m i n e t h e c o u r s e o f t h e g a m e . 
P a w n p l a y d e p e n d s a l m o s t e n t i r e l y 
o n t h e p r i n c i p l e o f m o b i l i t y . 
O n e s e t o f P a w n s i s p r e f e r a b l e 
t o a n o t h e r i f m o r e m o v e s c a n be 
m a d e w i t h i t . T h e b a s i c 
p r i n c i p l e i s t h a t t h e m o s t 
v a l u a b l e P a w n i s o n e t h a t i s 
p a s s e d . T h a t i s , n o e n e m y 
P a w n i s i n f r o n t o r o n e i t h e r o f 
t h e t w o a d j a c e n t f i l e s . 

T h e r e a r e t h r e e t y p e s o f 
P a w n s t r u c t u r e s w h i c h a r e 
w e a k : d o u b l e d , i s o l a t e d a n d 
b l o c k a d e d . B e s i d e s t h e s e , 
t h e r e a r e P a w n s t r u c t u r e s t h a t 
a r e r e l a t i v e l y I n f e r i o r : w e a k , 
o n l y b e c a u s e t h e y a r e 
e x p l o i t a b l e b y p i e c e s . T h e s e 
a r e o f t w o k i n d s : b a c k w a r d \
P a w n s o n a n o p e n file, a n d 
" l i o l e s " i n t h e K i n g p o s i t i o n . T h e 
K i n g i s sa f es t w h e n t h e t h r e e P a w n s 
i n f r o n t o f h i m a r e o n t h e i r o r i g i n a l 
s q u a r e s . 

A d v a n c e d P a w n s t e n d t o 
c r e a t e w e a k n e s s e s . P a w n s s h o u l d 
c o o p e r a t e a n d d e f e n d o n e a n o t h e r . 
I f o n e g e t s t o o f a r a h e a d o f i t s 
f e l l o w s , i t i s a p t t o b e g o b b l e d u p o r 
t o b e u n a b l e t o c o m e t o t h e a i d o f a 
c o m p a n i o n . T h e i n o r e a d v a n c e d 
t h e y a r e . t h e f e w e r i m p o r t a n t 
s q u a r e s t h e c o n t r o l . I n g e n e r a l . 
P a w n s i n t h e c e n t e r a r e m o r e 
v a l u a b l e t h a n t h o s e o n a w i n g . 

m o b i l i t y i s t h e b a s i s o f a l l 
p o s i t i o n a l p l a y . W h e r e t h e m a t e r i a l 
i s e v e n a n d t h e K i n g i s sa fe , t h e r e 
i s n o t h i n g e l se t h a t w e c a n go b y . 
s i n c e P a w n s t r u c t u r e i s m e r e l y a 
s p e c i a l c a s e o f m o b i l i t y . I f o n e h a s 
c o n s i d e r a b l y l e s s m o b i l i t y t h a n t h e 
o p p o n e n t , t h e p o s i t i o n i s s a i d t o b e 
" c r a m p e d . " 

I n t h e m i d d l e g a m e , o n e 
s h o u l d n o t b e s a t i s f i e d u n t i l a l l t h e 
p i e c e s , o r a l l b u t o n e , a r e o f f t h e i r 
o r i g i n a l s q u a r e s . I n p a r t i c u l a r , o n e 
s h o u l d h a v e t h e R o o k s c o n n e c t e d . 

S u p e r i o r m o b i l i t y c o n f e r s 
a n a d v a n t a g e , b u t i t i s n o t 
n e c e s s a r i l y a f o r c e d w i n (as i n a 
p l u s i n m a t e r i a l ) . T h e r e a r e o n l y 
t w o . r e a l l y t a n g i b l e a d v a n t a g e s I n 
c h e s s : o n e i s a s t r o n g a t t a c k o n t h e 
e n e r n y K i n g . T h e o t h e r i s w i n n i n g 
m a t e r i a l . I f , t h e n , y o u r p i e c e s a r e 
b e t t e r p l a c e d t h a n y o u r o p p o n e n t ' s , 
y o u h a v e o n e o f t w o c o u r s e s t o 
c h o o s e f r o m : e i t h e r c a p t u r e m a t e r i a l 
o r b e g i n a n a t t a c k a g a i n s t t h e 
e n e m y K i n g . S i n c e d i r e c t a t t a c k i s 
o f t e n o u t o f t h e q u e s t i o n , t h e t w o 

when you are 
ahead in materiat, 
exchange as many 
pieces aspossiSCe, 
especiaCCy Queens. 

M O B I L I T Y 

F r e e d o m o f a c t i o n o r 

m o t i f s s h o u l d b e u s e d t o g e t h e r . 
T h a t i s . c o m b i n e a n a t t a c k w i t h 
t h r e a t s o f w i n n i n g a p i e c e o r 
s e v e r a l P a w n s . 

K I N G feAFETY 

T h e c h i e f s t r a t e g i c a l p o i n t 
t o r e m e m b e r i s t h a t t h e K i n g m u s t 
n o t b e s u b j e c t e d t o a n a t t a c k b y a 
l a r g e c o n t i n g e n t o f e n e m y f o r c e s . 
M o s t i m p o r t a n t , d o n o t e x p o s e y o u r 
o w n K i n g w h i l e t h e Q u e e n s a r e s t i l l 
o n t h e b o a r d , t h e t e r m " e x p o s e " i s 
e q u i v a l e n t t o a s e r i o u s w e a k e n i n g 
o f t h e P a w n p o s i t i o n . 

C O M B I N A T I O N S 

A c o m b i n a t i o n i s a se r i e s o f 

m o v e s , a l l m o r e o r l e ss f o r c e d , a n d 
f r e q u e n t l y i n v o l v i n g a m a t e r i a l 
s a c r i f i c e , d e s i g n e d t o e f f e c t s o m e ' 
r a d i c a l c h a n g e i n t h e p o s i t i o n , 
r e s u l t i n g i n m a t e r i a l g a i n o r K i n g 
a t t a c k . 

A l l c o m b i n a t i o n s o b e y o n e 
s i m p l e l a w . A L L C O M B I N A T I O N S 
A R E B A S E D O N A D O U B L E 
A T T A C K . 

W i n n i n g c o m b i n a t i o n s a r e 
n o t p o s s i b l e i f t h e r e a r e n o 
w e a k n e s s e s i n t h e p o s i t i o n . T h e 
t w o c h i e f w e a k n e s s e s a r e e x p o s e d 
p i e c e s a n d a n i n f e r i o r K i n g 
p o s i t i o n . 

L E T S G I V E C R E D I T 

M o s t o f t h e i d e a s p r e s e n t e d 
i n t h i s a r t i c l e c o m e f r o m t h e w o r k s 
o f m y N o . 1 C h e s s H e r o - R e u b e n 
F i n e , e s p e c i a l l y C h e s s t h e E a s y 
W a y , a n d T h e M i d d l e G a m e I n 
C h e s s , t x ) t h o f w h i c h I r e c o m m e n d . 
F i n e , w h o p a s s e d a w a y r e c e n t l y , 
a n d I w e r e o l d f r i e n d s . I n o n e o f h i s 
b o o k s , , h e r e f e r r e d t o m e a s " T h e 

S o u l o f C h e s s i n T e x a s " . I n 
>^ 1 9 4 0 . i n t h e p r e l i m i n a r i e s o f 

^ t h e U S C F O p e n , h e a n d 1 d r e w 
o u r i n d i v i d u a l g a m e a n d t i e d 
f o r F i r s t i n a n i n e - r o u n d 
t o u r n a m e n t - o n e o f m y 
p r o u d e s t b r a g s . 

L e a d e r i n t h e B i g g e s t 
M C A U p s e t 

o f 1 9 9 6 
f o r h i s w i n o v e r M i k e 

J e n s e n a t t h e . 
V a l e n t i n e O p e n 

4 9 0 U p s e t P o i n t s ! 
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MCA Grand Prix Points to date 
1 C = 1.159 1.099| 1.097 1.093 i.osi 
2 Rounds 4 _ 51 .5 

10.44] 9.873' 
_ 5 .11 

3.025J 3 Long 1 
4 _ 51 .5 

10.44] 9.873' 
_ 5 .11 

3.025J 23.338 
4 Johansson 7.679 7.649 7.3471 22.675 
5 Carpenter 8.244 9.835 3.025 21.104 
6 Duke 6.029 5.496 5.485 3.025 20.035 
7 Stubberud 7.885 10.44 18.325 
8 Nowak ^9.272 8.643 17.915 
9 Brennan 5.485 4.919 7.347 17.751 

1 0 Thompson 9.835 17.72 
1 1 Z. Mayer 5.496 9.835 15.331 
1 2 E. Mayer 5.485 4.919 10.404 
1 3 Skovron 9.873 9.873 
1 4 Suits 9.873 9.873 
1 5 Hansen 8.244 8.244 
1 6 Kuba , 6.029 6.029 
1 7 Borchardt 5.496 j 5.496 
18 Bailejj' 4.919j 

i 
4.929 
4.919 1 9 Scarff 4.919 i 
4.929 
4.919 

20 Erickson 
Martin 

^ 3.0251 3,p_2_5 
3.025 2 1 

Erickson 
Martin 3.625I 

3,p_2_5 
3.025 

22 McBroom 
Moore 

_ f 3,025] 

1 3.025 j 

3,025 
3.025 23 

McBroom 
Moore 

_ f 3,025] 

1 3.025 j 

3,025 
3.025 

2 4 D. Shuqhart 1 3.0251 3.025 

The top two 
Grand Prix finish
ers will join the 
top three State 
Open finishers in 
challenging the 
State Champion 
for the 1996-
1997 Montana 
State title. 

There sti l l 
are Grand Prix 
po ints to be 
earned at the 
State Open, so 
the figures at left 
aren't final. Con
ceivably, any of 
the top eleven 
on the list could 
ennerge as the 
top two after the 
State Ooen. 

Of course, the # 1 f inisher w i l l 
earn the t i t l e o f Grand Pr ix 

C h a m p i o n of the year. 

Grand Prix Formula : (N/5 ) x ( 11 - P ) x C where 
F o r t h e p u r p o s e o f d e t e r m i n i n g t h e a v e r a g e r a t i n g o f a l l p l a y e r s i n a n 
e v e n t , t h e r a t i n g s u s e d b y t h e d i r e c t o r f o r p a i r i n g s w i l l b e u s e d , 
e x c e p t p l a y e r s w i t h o u t r a t i n g s w i l l b e a s s i g n e d a n u m b e r e q u a l t o : 

A v e r a g e r a t i n g o f R A T E D p l a y e r s + ( W - L ) x 1 0 0 
w h e r e W = w i n s a n d L = l o s s e s ( o f t h e u n r a t e d p l a y e r ] 

N = no. of rounds 
P = place in order among 

Montana Resident Players 
[ the average of tied places ) 

C = average rating of all players 
in the event/1500 

Do you have 
one of these 

things? 
I f s o . w o u l d y o u l i k e t o d o n a t e 
y o u r s e r v i c e s f o r a w h i l e b y 
c r a n k i n g o u t s o m e n e w s l e t t e r s ? 
A s y o u k n o w , e v e r y t h i n g t h a t 
g e t s d o n e i n o u r c h e s s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n i s d o n e b y 
v o l u n t e e r s . - W e w i l l n e e d a n e w 
n e w s l e t t e r E d i t o r t o s t e p 
f o r w a r d b y t h e S t a t e O p e n . I s 
t h i s v o u r t i m e ? T l i i n k a b o u t i t . 
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MCA BYLAWS 
1. The President s h a l l act as the official delegate for Mon tana to the U. S. Chess Federat ion. He w i l l also appo in t the two a l te rnate 

vo t ing m e m bers . 

2. MCA s l i a l l adop t a schedule of meml i e r s l i i p fees w i t h categories a n d rates as fol lows: 
J u n i o r s (under 18) S3 /yr . ft! 
Regu lar S6/yr . , .T.V 

3. A l l p layers i n MCA sponsored or sanct ioned events (except where special ly designated) sha l l be required to Join MCA, -u. 

4 . F i r s t - t ime p layers , new to USCF w i l l receive one (1) year free MCA m e m b e r s h i p t o he lp w i t h costs . , .^i 

5. The MCA s h a l l m a k e appropr ia te awards for the fo l lowing : 

a) M o n t a n a State Chess Cl iampion(s ) 
to the winner(s) o f t l ie State C h a m p i o n s l i i p . • ' 

b) M o n t a n a G r a n d Pr ix Chess C h a m p i o n 
to the w inne r of the G r a n d Pr ix c ompe t i t i on 

c) M o n t a n a State Postal Chess Champion(s ) 
to the w inner of the Mon tana Postal Chess T o u r n a m e n t 

d) M o n t a n a State Speed Chess C h a m p i o n 
to the w inner of the State Speed Chess C h a m p i o n s h i p 

e) M o n t a n a SenicM- Chess Champ ion 
to the Montana player age 50 or over w i t h the best s h o w i n g 
i n the Montana Open 

f) Biggest Upset of the Year 
to the Montana res ident (at the t i m e o f the game) w h o w ins a game against a h igher-rated opponent 
where the dif ference i n ra t ings is the greatest for any game p layed i n a n open t o u r n a m e n t d u r i n g : ' 
the calendar year. The ra t ings o f b o t h players m u s t be es tabbshed at the t i m e o f the game. 

g) Grea tes t Ra t ing Geiin for the Year 
to t l ie player w i t l i the mos t ga in i n r a t i n g po in ts acco rd ing to the a n n u a l l i s t pub l i s l i ed l>y the USCF. 
The player m u s t have a n es tab l i shed r a t i n g at the b e g i n n i n g o f the year , and m u s t be a Montana 
res ident for at least s ix m o n t l i s , i n c l u d i n g e i ther the b e g i n n i n g or the end of the year. 

h) M o n t a n a H i gh School Chess C l i ampton * 
to the w inner of t l i e State H i gh School C h a m p i o n s h i p 

I) G r a n d S l a m Award 
to any player who takes a clear 1 st place i n four G r a n d Pr ix t o u r n a m e n t s d u r i n g the course of the 
MCA t o u r n a m e n t ca l endar year (after a Mon tana O p e n to t l i e next Montana Open). The t r ophy or 
plaque w i l l have t l i e name of the p layer and t l i e f our t o u r n a m e n t s i n w h i c h he/she look 1st place. 

6 . I n the State Closed playoff. aU players t i ed for ] s t place w i l l be l i s t ed as co - champ ions o f t h a t year. 

7. The M o n t a n a Postal Champ ionsh ip s h a l l be a n of f ic ia l MCA annue i l event. The MCA Postal ChEmipionship s h a l l be ra ted by 
USCF. O n l y m e m b e r s who are legal res idents o f M o n t a n a m a y enter . 

8 A n y t o u r n a m e n t "sponsored" b y the MCA is : 

a) Organ i zed a n d directed by officers of the M C A or persons appo in t ed by MCA. . t S. 
b) F inanc ia l l y suppo r t ed by the MCA. 
c) Adver t i sed i n the off icial newsletter of the MCA. 

9 . A n y t o u r n a m e n t "sanct ioned" by the MCA m u s t : 

a) be adver t i sed i n the official newsletter of t l i e MCA . , 
b) r equ i r e MCA membe r sh ip •• • —-• 

10. h i any t o u r n a m e n t 'sponsored" or "sanctioned" by the MCA. the f o l l ou ing cond i t i ons u i l l app ly : -

a) . The e n t r y fee for a l l p layers w i l l be the same except i n the case o f J u n i o r p layers , who w i l l receive a 5 0 % d i s co imt . I n 
a l l MCA "sponsored" events, the c u r r e n t State Cbampion (s ) w i l l be en t i t l ed to free en t r y . 

b) A u n i f o r m t i e -b reak ing systeni for prizes w i l l be used . 
The order w i l l t ie: 1) Solkoff 2) C u m u l a t i v e 3) S o n n e l i o m - B e r g e r ' 

c) ' Prizes adver t i sed m u s t be avai lable to the p r i z ew inners a t the e n d o f t h e event. The except ion wiU be the State Closed. 
i n w h i c h the name of the Stat^ C h a m p i o n w o u l d need t o be engraved o n the t r o p h y . The t r oph y wou l d then be 
de l i vered w i t h i n 6 0 days to the new State C h a m p i o n . 

d) A n y change i n the s t a r t i n g t ime for a r o u n d , E IS d e t e rm ined by the t o u r n a m e n t d i r ec to r , w i l l be l im i t ed to no more t h a n 
p l u s or m i n u s one (1) h o u r from the adver t i sed s t a r t i n g t ime , except i n the case where the Director may delay the las t 
r o u n d t o awai t the conc lus ion o f games c r u c i a l to pa i r ings . Any changes s h a l l be announced before the s tar t o f the 
prev ious r o u n d . 

e) The t i m e con t ro l for any MCA G r a n d Prtx game s h a l l n o t be faster t h a n G/90 . 

11. The M o n t a n a State Open t o u r n a m e n t w i l l be " sponsored " b y t h e M o n t a n a Chess Assoc ia t i on a n d w i l l be a n "Open" t o u r n a m e n t . 
Players f r o m any state are welcome. 

12. The e n t r y fee for the Mon tana Open s i i a l l be: S20 .00 per p layer i n advance. S25 .00 a t t h e p l ay ing s i te . J u n i o r plavers (under 
2 0 ! sha l l pay 1 /2 pr ice . 

13. There w i l l be a "Closed" playof f fo l lowing the State Open to de t e rm ine the State C h a m p i o n . The s ix players to compete i n the 
"Closed" w i l l be the previous year's State C h a m p i o n , the top two (2) finishers i n the G r a n d Prix, and the top three (3) Montana 
finishers i n the State Open. Non-res ident membe r s are no t e l ig ible for the State Closed playoff. 
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14. After the M o n t a n a Open , the Grand Prix f in ishers w i l l first be de te rmined for seeding i n t o the State Closed playoff. Then , 
e x c lud ing the t op tw o G r a n d Prix finishers and the previous State Champ ion , the top three f in ishers (Montana residents) i n the 
Montana Open w i l l be de t e rmined a n d seeded in to the State Closed playoff. 

15. The procedure for d e t e r m i n i n g a l te rnate p layers for the "Closed" is as fol lows: G r a n d Pr ix seeds w i l l be replaced by those next i n 
l ine i n the G r a n d Pr ix s t and ing : State Open seeds w i l l l5e replaced by players next in l ine i n the State Open s tand ings ; A sole 
State C h a m p i o n w i l l be replaced by the # 4 f in isher i n the Montana Open; A Co-State C h a m p i o n w i l l be replaced by the other 
co - champion w i t i i the best t ie-breaks i n Uie prev ious State Closed playoff. 

16. W h e n there is a t ie i n the "Closed" playoff, the fo l lowing me thod of t ie-break w i l l be used t o de t e rmine w h o is seeded in t o the next 
year 's "Closed" playoff: ".--^ v 

a) i f the c u r r e n t c h a m p i o n is one of the t i ed players and he is the sole c h a m p i o n fi-om the prev ious year , or the o n l y one of 
the prev ious year's Co-Champions , t l i en he sha l l be t l ie seeded player. 

b) I n a tie no t invo l v ing the c u r r e n t c h a m p i o n , the player w i t h the best s t and ing i n the prev ious ly he ld State Op>en. 
i n c l u d i n g t i e -breaks , sha l l be the seeded player. 

c) I n a t ie no t invo l v ing the c u r r e n t c h a m p i o n or a player who competed i n the prev ious State Open , the player w i t h the 
best G r a n d Pr ix s t a n d i n g s h a l l be the seeded player. • 

17. The State Closed s h a l l be a n MCA "sponsored" event. The site, date, t ime contro ls , r o u n d t imes and t o u r n a m e n t d i rector for a 
given year 's Closed State C h a m p i o n s h i p sha l l be establ ished by the MCA Board o f Direc tors , and these a r rangements sha l l be 
a n n o u n c e d a t the same t i m e t h a t year 's State Open is first l isted i n Mon tana Chess News. The C l i a rop ionsh ip sha l l have a n 
Of)en sateUite. The p layo f f m u s t take place by n o later t l i a n October 31 st o f t h a t year. 

18. The G r a n d Pr ix s h a l l beg in after the Montana Open each year, a n d conc lude w i t h the fo l lowing year's M o n t a n a Open. O n l y a 
Swiss-system, open t o u r n a m e n t w i l l be el igible t o be a G r a n d Pr ix event. In any G r a n d Pr ix t o u r n a m e n t , a l l g rand Pr ix po ints 
wUl be i ssued t o the first t e n Mon tana finishers w i t h a p lus score, respective of finish. No t i e -b reak ing w i l l be i n effect for g rand 
Pr ix po in ts , i,e. Two players tie for 1st. They w ou ld spUt 1st a n d 2nd G r a n d Prix po in ts equal ly . G r a n d Pr ix po ints wiU no t be 
issued to non - r e s i d en t membe r s . The Secretary/Treasurer s h a l l compute the G r a n d Pr ix po in ts awarded a n d t rack the 
s tand ings t h r o u g h the year, a r r ang ing for those s tand ings to be pub l i shed i n the of f ic ial newslet ter t h r o u g h o u t the year, 

19. G r a n d Pr ix po in ts w i l l be awarded accord ing t o the fo l lowing f o rmu la : 

(N/5) X (1 I - P) X C 

N = Number of r o u n d s i n t l i e event 
where 

P = Place i n order of finish among Montana res ident p layers (the average place i n the event ' 
of ties) 

I 
C = Average r a t i n g of a l l p layers i n the event / 1500 

For the purpose of d e t e r m i n i n g the average r a t i n g of a l l players i n an event, the ra t ings used by the d i rec tor for pair ings w i l l be 
used , except t h a t p layers w i t h o u t ra t ings w i l l be assigned a n u m b e r equal to : 

Average r a t i n g o f R A T E D players + (W-L) x 100 where W - w ins and L = losses (of the u n r a t e d player ) . 

20. MCA G r a n d P r i x events w i l l be l i m i t e d to one (1) per sponsor ing USCF afBllate o rgan i za t ion per year. A l l MCA G r a n d Pr ix events 
m u s t be a n n o u n c e d as s u c h i n advance i n Montana Chess News. A m i n i m u m of s i x p layers w i l l be r equ i r ed t o par t i c ipa te I n a 
G r a n d Pr ix event t o qua l i f y the a w a r d i n g of of f ic ial M o n t a n a G r a n d Pr ix po ints to pa r t i c i pan t s . 

2 1 . The a n n u a l MCA Bus iness Meet ing w i l l be he l d I n c on junc t i on w i t h the Montana State Open , and the agenda for the Bus iness 
Mee t ing wiU be dec ided by the membe r s t h r o u g h o u t the year a n d announced I n advance of the State Open i n the MCA newsletter . 

Bylaws p.2 R^ '̂- 2/1/96 

Ruminations of a f ish slayer 

M a n , I i o v e i t o u t h e r e . . . t h e f r e s h : a i r , t h e q u i e t . . . t h e f i s h . 

. . . t h e o n l y t h i n g I k n o w t h a t ' s q u i e t e r t h a n c h e s s . . . 

Y o u k n o w . . . I ' d t h r o w a f i s h b a c k f o r a g a m e r i g h t n o w ! 

W o n d e r w h e n t h e n e x t t o u r n a m e n t ' s g o n n a be? . . 

I w o n d e r w h o ' s g o n n a s t a r t d o i n g t h e n e w s l e t t e r ? . . . 

S u r e l y s o m e b o d y w i l l ! S o m e b o d y a l w a y s does . . . 

8' Montana Chess News January/February, 1996 



Recent Games 

Rayburn 1446 Erickson 1733 
UCCC 1st Winter Open 
12/7/95 Round 1 
Queen's Pawn Game 

1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 e6 3. Bf4 b6 4. e3 
Bb7 5. Be2 Nc6 6. 0-0 Bd6 7. Ne5 
Nd5 8. Bg3 Qf6 9. Ng4 Qe7 10. c4 

^M.. « W « . H 

10...Bxg3? 11. cxd5 Bxh2+ 12. 
Nxh2 exdS {the trade deficit seems 
to favor White) 13. Nc3 Nd8 14. a4 
h5 1 5. a5 h4 1 6. a6 Bc6 17. Ng4 h3 
18. Bf3 Qg5 19. g3 d6 20. b4 RbS 
2 1 . b5 Ba8 22. Ne2 Ne6 23. Rcl 
Kd7 24. Nf4 Rbf8 25. Nh2 Rh4 26. 
Bg4 Rh6 27. Nh3 QdB 28. Ntf4 RfhB 
29. Nf3 c5 30. dc5 dc5 31. Nd5 KcB 
32. Nb6 Qb6 33. Kg2 Bf3 34. Kf3 
Qb5 

±1 
W.-

^ ^ ^ ^ 
M. m. m ^ 

35. Qd5 Kb8? 36. Rbl Rf6+ 37. Kg2 
Rxf2+ 38. Kxf2 Rh2+ 39. Kgl Rb2 
40. Qe5+ KcB 4 1 . Rxb2 Black 
R e s i g n s . 

J e n s e n 1974 Carpenter 1811 
UCCC 1st Winter Open 
12/14/95 Round 2 
Benko Opening 

I . g3 g6 2. Bg2 Bg7 3. d3 d5 4. Nf3 
Nf6 5. 0-0 0-0 6. Nbd2 c5 7. c3 
Nc6 8. Qc2 e5 9. e4 Re8 10. Rel b6 
I I . ed5 Nd5 12. Nc4 BfS 13. Nh4 
Be6 14. Bd2 Qd7 15. Radi Rad8 16. 
BgS f6 17. Bel Bg4 18. Bf3 Nde7 
19. Qe2 Bf3 20. Nf3 Nf5 2 1 . Ne3 

t i ± r 

« fa m. m 

21...Nfd4 22. cxd4 exd4 23. Qc2 
dxe3 24. Bxe3 Nb4 25. Qc4 Qd5 26. 
Qd5 Rd5 27. d4 Red8 28. Rd2 cd4 
29. Rd4 Rd4 30. Nd4 f5 3 1 . Ne6 
Rd7 

32. Nxg7 Nc2 33. Ne8!! Kf7 34. Re2 
RdU 35. Kg2 Ne1+ 36. Kh3 Nf3 37. 
Kg2 Ne1+ 38. Rxel Rxel 39. Nd6 
Ke6 40. Nc8 Re2 4 1 . Na7 Rb2 42. 
Nc8 b5 43. a3 Rb3 44. Na7 Kd6 45. 
Bh6 Kc5 46. BfS Kb6 47. Nc8 Ka5 
48. Bb4 Rb4 49. ab4 Kb4 50. Kf3 

Kc3 5 1 . Nb6 b4 52. Nd5 Kc4 53. 
Nb4 Kb4 54. Kf4 Kb3 55. Ke5 Kc3 
Black R e s i g n s 

Carpenter 1811 Moore 1629 
Five-Valleys Freeze-Out 
1/13/96 Round 2 
Queen's Indian Defense 

1. d4 e6 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. c4 b6 4. g3 
Bb7 5. Bg2 Be7 6. Nc3 0-0 7. d5 
ed5 8. cd5 Bb4 9. Nh4 Re8 10. 0-0 
d6 11. Bd2 Nbd7 12. Rcl Ba6 13. 
Rel Nc5 14. a3 Bc3 15. Bc3 Nce4 
16. Nf5 Nc3 17. Rc3 Qd7 18. Nd4 
Ne4 19. Rcl Bb7 20. Nc6 QfS 21. f3 
Ng5 22. e4 Nh3 23. Bh3 Qh3 24. 
Rc3 Bc6 25. Rc6 Re7 26. Qc2 Qd7 
27. Rcl Rc8 28. Qa4 a5 29. Qc4 f5 

30. Rxb6! fxe4i 31. fxe4 

i 1# 
m 

1 ^ 

31...Rxe4! 32. Qb5 QxbS 33. Rxb5 
Re2 34. Ra5 Rb2 35. a4 Ra2 
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Carpenter - Moore, continued 

36. Ra7 Re8 37. Rfl Rd2 38. Rc7 
Rd5 39. Rff7 Re2 40. Rg7 Kf8 4 1 . 
Rgf7 Kg8 42. Rf2 Re4 43. Ra2 Ra5 
44. Rd7 Rea4 45. Ra4 Ra4 46. Rd6 
Ra2 47. Rf6 Kg7 48. Rf2 Ra4 49. 
Kg2 h5 50. Rf4 Ra2 5 1 . Rf2 Ra4 
52. h3 Rb4 53. Re2 Ra4 54. Kf3 
Kf6 55. Re4 Ra3 56. Re3 Ral 57. 
Kf4 Ra4 58. Re4 Ral 59. Rb4 Rfl 
60. Ke3 Rel 6 1 . Kf2 Ral 62. Rb6 
Kg7 63. Rb5 Kg6 64. RbS Ra2 65. 
Ke3 Ra3 66. Kf4 Ra4 67. Ke5 Ra5 
68. Kd4 Ra4 69. Kc5 Kf7 70. Rb3 
Ral 7 1 . h4 Rel 72. Rf3 Ke6 73. 
Kd4 Rdl 74. Ke3 Ral 75. Rf8 Ra3 
76. Kf4 Ra4 77. Kg5 Rg4 78. Kh5 
Rg3 79. Kh6 Ke7 80. Rfl Rg2 8 1 . 
h5 Rg3 82. Kh7 Rg2 83. h6 Rg3 84. 
Ral Kf6 85. Ra6 Kf5 86. Ra7 Kf6 
87. Rg7 Ra3 88. Kh8 Rh3 89. h7 
Ra3 90. Rg8 Ra7 9 1 . RbS Re7 92. 
Rf8 Kg6 93. Rg8+ 

• » » AL 

M. M M M 
m.. 

93...Kh6 94. Rd8 Rxh7+ 95. Kg8 
Rg7+ 96. KfB Kh7 97. Ke8 Rg8+ 98. 
Ke7 Rxd8 99. KxdB Draw. 

McBroom 1718 Nowak 2198 
Five-Valleys Freeze-Out 
1/14/96 Round 3 
King's Indian Attack 

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 a6 3. d3 Nc6 4. g3 
d6 5. Bg2 Bg4 6. 0-0 Qd7 7. Nbd2 
g6 8. Nc4 RbS 9. Nb6 Qd8 10. Nd5 
Bg7 11. Ne3 Bf3 1 2. Bf3 Nf6 1 3. c3 
0-0 14. Bg2 e6 15. Ng4 Ng4 16. 
Qg4 b5 17. Rbl b4 18. c4 Nd4 19. 
b3 f5 20. ef5 gf5 2 1 . Qh5 Qf6 22. 
Bg5 Qg6 23. Qg6 hg6 24. Be7 Rfc8 
25. Bd6 Rb6 26. Be7 Kf7 27. Bg5 
Ne2 28. Khl Nc3 29. Rb2 

• I m 

^ 1 

29...Ne4! 30. dxe4 Bxb2 31. exfS 
gxfS 32. Rdl Bd4 33. Rd2 Kg6 34. 
h4 a5 35. BfS Rd6 36. Kg2 Be5 37. 
Re2 Bc3 38. Be7 Rb6. 39. BgS e5 
40. Be3 e4 4 1 . h5 Kh7: 42. Be4 fe4 
43. g4 Bd4 44. g5 Be3 45. Re3 Re6 
46. f4 ef3 47. Kf3 Rf8 48. Ke2 Re3 
49. Ke3 Rf5 50. g6 Kg7 White 
Resigns. 

McCourt 1700 Shughart 1825 
UCCC 2nd Winter Open 
1/18/96 Round 3 
Two Knights Defense 

1. 64 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Nf6 4. 
0-0 d5 5. ed5 Nd5 6. d4 Bg4 7. de5 
Nb6 

H « 
mm. • ± i i ± 

A A ' 

8. Bxf7+ Kxf7 9. Ng5+ Qxg5 10. f3 
Bc5+ 11. Khl Qg6 12. fxg4-f Ke7 
13. Nc3 Rad8 14. Qel RhfB 15. 
Qh4+ Ke6 1 6. BgS Rd4 17. Ne2 Re4 
18. Nf4 Rff4 19. Bf4 Ne5 20. Rael 
Nd5 2 1 . Be5 Ke5 22. Rf5 Kd4 23. 
c3+ Black Resigns. 

J o h a n s s o n 2077 Carpenter 1864 
Midwinter Open 
2/3/96 Round 2 
King's Indian Attack 

1. Nf3 g6 2. g3 Bg7 3. Bg2 e5 4. d3 
d5 5. Nbd2 Ne7 6. 0-0 0-0 7. c4 d4 
8. Rbl a5 9. b3 Nbc6 10. a3 f5 11. 
b4 ab4 12. ab4 Qe8 13. Rel NdS 14. 
e3 de3 15. Re3 f4 16. Rel BfS 17. 
Qb3 Qd7 18. Bfl fg3 19. hg3 Ndc6 
20. Bb2 Nd4 2 1 . Bd4 ed4 22. Bg2 
Nc6 23. c5 Kh8 24. Ng5 Ne5 25. 
Re5 Be5 26. Nc4 Bf6 27. Ne4 RaeS 
28. Ncd2 Qe6 29. Qb2 Bg7 30. Nb3 
Qa6 3 1 . Ncl RaS 32. Qd2 Qa3 33. 
Ng5 c6 34. Rb3 Qal 35. b5 Ra2 36. 
Qdl Rb2 37. Rb2 Qb2 38. Ne2 RaS 

m 'M U 

39. bxc6?? {Doth White see not 
what Black hath wrought?) 
39...Ral {a Queen-ectomy) 
40. Qxal Qxal+ 4 1 . Kh2 bxc6 42. 
Bxc6 Bf6 43. Nf7 Kg7 44. Nd6 Qfl 
45. Nf4 Qf2 46. Ng2 BeS 47. NeB . 
Kf8 White Resigns. 

Thompson 2100 
Midwinter Open 
2/3/96 
Benko Gambit 

Z. Mayer 2004 

Round 3 

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 c5 3. d5 bS 4. cb5 ; 
a6 5. ,Nc3 Qa5 6. Bd2 ab5 7. Ne4 ; 
Qb6 8. Nf6 Qf6 9. Qc2 d6 10. e4 b4 

^ 1 1 

m . M 

i m%m. m , 
m m 

m 

1 1. Nf3 g6 12. Bxb4! e5 13. dxe6 
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Thompson - Z. Mayer, continued 

1 3...Qxe6 14. Bc4 Qg4 1 5. Bc3 Qg2 
1 6. 0-0-0 Bh6 17. Kbl 0-0 18. Bd5 
Ra7 19. Nh4 Qg4 20. Nf5 BfS 2 1 . 
efS Nd7 22. Rhgl QhS 

23. fxg6 NeS?? (a move that could 
make an onion cry) 24. gxf74- Kh8 
25. Rg8+ (and Black's future is 
history) Black Resigns. 

Moore 1656 Kuba 1917 
Midwinter Open 
2/3/96 Round 3 
Nimzowitsch Attack 

I . Nf3 Nf6 2. b3 d6 3. Bb2 eS 4. d3 
Be7 5. g3 0-0 6. Bg2 Bg4 7. Nbd2 
c6 8. 64 h6 9. h3 Be6 10. 0-0 c5 
I I . Qe2 Nc6 12. a3 bS 13. Kh2 a6 
14. Ngl Rc8 15. c4 RbS 16. Rabi 
bc4 17. bc4 a5 18. Bc3 Qc7 19. 
Ngf3 Nd7 20. Qdl Rbl 21. Qbl RbS 
22. Qc2 Bd8 23. Rbl Qa7 24. RbS 
NdbS 25. h4 a4 26. Bh3 Bh3 27. Kh3 
Ba5 28. Nbl Qd7 29. Kg2 Nd4 30. 
Nd4 Bc3 3 1 . Nc3 cd4 32. Na4 f5 33. 
ef5 QfS 34. Nb6 Nd7 35. NdS Kh7 
36. a4 Nc5 37. Nb4 g5 38. bg5 hg5 
39. aS g4 40. Qe2 e4 4 1 . de4 Ne4 
42. a6 Nc5 43. Qe7 Kg8 44. QeS 
Kg7 45. Qe7 KgS 46. a7 QfS 47. Kgl 
Qdl 48. Kh2 Qf3 49. QgS Kh7 50. 
Qh5 Kg7 

^ • ^ ^ ' ^ 

I 1 i ± 
m. m. ^ ^ 

i i : - ! 

5 1 . Qxg4+! (Is it hot in here, or is 
it just Sherwood?) 
51...Qxg4 52. a8=Q Ne4 53. Qb7+ 
Kh6 54. Qf7 Qe2 55. Kg2 d3 56. 
NdS d2 57. NeS QhS 

58. Nf5+ KgS 59. f4+ Black 
Resigns . 

McCourt 1727 Erickson 1756 
UCCC 3rd Winter Open 
2/15/96 Round 3 
Modern Defense 

1. e4 g6 2. d4 c6 3. Nc3 dS 4. edS 
cdS 5; BbS Bd7 6. Qe2 a6 7. Bd3 
Nc6 8. Nf3 Bg4 9. BeS Bg7 10. h3 
Bf3 11. QfS e6 1 2. Ne2 Nb4 1 3. 0-0 
NdS 14. cd3 Ne7 15. BgS h6 16. Bf4 
Nc6 17. QeS Qb6 18. QgS 0-0 19. 
Bd6 RfcS 20. BeS NeS 2 1 . deS Qb2 
22. Rfel QeS 23. Nf4 QgS 24. Qf3 
Bal 25. Ral Qf6 26. Rel 

± 

i m . 

26...gS 27. QgS Qx̂ 4 White 
Resigns . 

J e n s e n 2030 Ammondt 1540 
Valentine Open 
2/17/96 Round 1 
Queen's Pawn Opening 
Annotations by Jan Johansson 

1. d4 d5 2. Nf3 Bg4!? 3. NeS 
BfS 4. c4 c6 5. Nc3 eS 6. e3 
Nd7 7. Bd3? NeS 8. deS Bd3 
9. Qd3 QgS! 10. 0 - 0 QeS 11. 
cdS edS 12. f4 Qc7 13. QfS 
g6 (13...Qd7)14. Qh3 Bg7 15. 
e4 de4 16. Ne4 Nf6 17. NfS 
BfS 18. Rel Be7 19. fS? (19. 
Qh4!) 0 - 0 20. Bh6 Rfe8 21. 
Qc3 BfS 22. Qh3 QbS 23. Khl 
Qb2 24. fg6 fg6 2S. Rebl 
QeS 26. Qb3 Kh8 27. Bd2 
Bg7 28. Re1 OdS 29. QdS cdS 
30. Rabi Rxel 31. Rxel 

« wM. 

• n. m%m 

B M liH m m wri 
3 1 . . . a s 
31...Bf6 to keep the white Rook 
out. 
32. Re7! bS 33. Rd7 d4 34. 
Kgl KgS 35. Kf2 RcB 36. Kel 

=?5 

3 6 . . . R e 8 ? 
36...Rc2! Black is two Pawns up 
and he can easily win by 
activating his Rook. 
37. Kdl Re6 38. Bb4 hS 39. 
BcS BfS 40. Rd8 Rf6 41. 
Kd2 Rf2 42. Kd3 Rf4 43. 
RaS Rf2 44. Kd4 Kg7 4S. 
Ra7 Kh6 46. Bf8 Rf8 47. 
Ra6 Rf2 
At this point or a little later. 
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Black offered White a draw, which 
he declined. At this point I thought 
that Black might have to be 
satisfied with a draw, despite 
[being] slightly better. But White Is 
playing for a win... 

i i # 

WM: ^. J 

m m WA 

> 

S % S i 

48. g3 Rxh2 49. Kc5 Rg2 
(49...Rb2!) 50. Kb5 Rg3 51. a4 
h4 52. RaS Rg5 53. Kb6 

m . m 

± 

^ M M B 
5 3 . . . R h 5 ! 
Now White Is in trouble. 
54. a5?! 
White is in time trouble and does 
not see that he can net a last nasty 
trap for Black: 54. Rc8 hS 55. Rcl 
h2 56. Rhi KgS (but not 56...g5? 
57. aS g4 58. a6 KgS 59. a7 Rh8 
because of 60. R)̂ h2!! and White 
wins) 57. a5 Kg4 'sS. a6 KgS 59. 
a7 Rh8 and Black wins. 
54.. .h3 55. a6 h2 56. a7 
h1=Q 57. Rh8+ Kg7 58. a8=Q 
RxhS 59. Qa7+ Kh6 60. Qe7 
Rb8+ 61. Kc5 Qc1+ 62. Kd5 
Rb5 + ? (62...Qg5+ wins immed
iately) 63. Kd4 Qc5+? (63... 
Qf4+ 64. Kd3 Rb3+ and so on, 
mating) 64. Qxc5 Rxc5 65. 
Kxc5 Kg5 and Black queened his g 
Pawn and won. A very exciting 

game, both for the players and all 
who watched it. 

Furdetl 1355 
Valentine Open 
2/17/96 
Closed Sicilian 

Brennan 1821 

Round 1 

1. e4 c5 2. NfS d6 3. Nc3 a6 4. Be2 
Nf6 5. d3 e6 6. BgS Be7 7. 0^0 0-0 
8. Qd2 Nc6 9. 33 b5-10. N32 aS 11. 
c3 a4 12. d4 c4 13. Qf4 

W/A 

/-N ' ^ & 

13...Nd5?? 14. exdS BxgS 15. 
NxgS exdS 16. BfS Ne7 17. Nb4 
Ng6 18.Qg3h6 

19. BxdS! hxgS 20. BxaS Nf4 2 1 . 
Rfel Re8 22.'Be4 Re4 23. Re4 Bb7 
24. Rf4 gf4 25. Qf4 Qe7 26! h3 Qe6 
27. Q̂ 3 (^6 28. g3 QfS 29. Kh2 g6 
30. Qf4 Qe6 3 1 . QeS QfS 32. Qf4 
Draw Agreed. 

Long 1777 
Valentine Open 
2/18/96 
Goring Gambit 

Bailey 1662 

Round 3 

1. 64 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 ed4 4. c3 
dc3 5. Bc4 dS 6. Bd5 cb2 7. Bb2 
Be6 8. 0-0 Qd7 9. Na3 tb 10. Kcl 

10-Bd6 11. NbS Nge7 12. Nd6 Qd6 
13. Be6 Qe6 14. Qa4 0-0 15. Rfel 

a6 16-. aS bS 17. Qc2 Rac8 18. e5 , 
Qg4 19. ef6 gf6 20. Re6 Qg7 21. \ 
Rc6 Nc6 22. Qc6 RcdS 23. Qa6 Qd7 
24. h3 Rf7 25. Qc6 Qc6 26. Rc6 
Rdl 27. Kh2 Rd6 28. Rd6 cd6 29. 
Nd4 Rb7 30. NfS dS 31. Bd4 b4 32. 
ab4 Rb4 35. KgS Kf7 34. BeS Ke6 
35. Nd4 Kf7 36. Kg4 Kg6 37. h4 hS 
38. KfS Ra4 39. Kf4 Rc4 40. gS 
Ra4 4 1 . g4 hg4 42. Kg4 fS 43. Kf4 
Kh5 44. KfS Kh4 45. KeS 

•• •mm. w. 

^ 
m._ m.AW, HB....B: M . ^ 

WM. ^" 

45...Ral 
(Black has a diabolical plan -
Banking on the gamble that White 
doesn't know how to mate with a 
Knight and Bishop, he sends his 
Rook on a -suicide mission) 
46. KxdS Rfl 47. Ke4 Kg4 48. f4 
Rxf4 49. Bxf4 

m . • ^ • — 

^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ' ^ ' ^ ' • ^ ' j ; ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Okay, White now has 50 moves to 
mate with his Knight & Bishop 
(which ca.n only be accomplished by 
forcing the black King into one of 
the two dark-squared corners) 
49...Kh5 50. KfS Kh4 51. NeZ KhS 
52. BeS Kh2 53. Kf4 Kg2 54. Ng3 
KhS 55. KfS Kh2 56. Bf2 KhS 57. 
Bgl Kh4 58. Ne4 KhS 59. Ng5 Kh4 
60. Kf4 KhS 6 1 . Bf2 Kg6 62. Ne4 
KhS 63. Nf6 Kh6 64. KfS Kg7 
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65. Ke6 Kg6 66. Be3 Kg7 14. ab6 ab6 15. Ra7 ed5 16. Ne3 

• « • • 
V//.:-- ••••n"' WM 

67.NdS 
(and Black starts to get loose) 
67...Kg6 68. Bf4 KhS 69. KfS Kh4 
70. BeS KgS 7 1 . Ke4 Kg2 72. Nc3 
KgS 73. Ndl Kg2 74. Nc3 KgS 75. 
Ne2 Kg2 76. Kf4 Kfl 77. Kf3 Kel 
78. Nc3 Kfl 79. Bd2 Kgl 80. Ne4 
Kfl 8 1 . Ng3 Kgl 

• i i i • 
mm._ -̂-.s: 

(White now starts to re-direct the 
black King in the right direction, but 
he only has till move 99 to mate) 
82. Be3+ Kh2 83. Bf2 KhS 84. Bgl 
Kh4 85. Ne4 Kh3 86. NgS Kh4 87. 
Kf4 KhS 88. KfS Kh4 89. Bf2 KhS 
90. Ne6 Kh6 9 1 . BgS KhS 92. Ng7 
Kh6 93. Kf6 Kh7 94. Bf4 KgS 95. 
Ne6 Kh7 96. Kf7 KhS 97. BgS Kh7 
98. NfS KhS 99. Bf6 Mate! 

Thanks for the lesson, Michael! 

Nowak 2175 Johansson 2077 
Valentine Open 
2/18/96 Round 3 
Benko Opening 

1. gS g6 2. Bg2 Bg7 3. d4 c5 4. d5 
d6 5. 34 b6 6. Nh3 Bb7 7. Nf4 Nf6 
8. h4 Na6 9. h5 ghS 10. c3 Nc7 11. 
Na3 Qd7 12. Nc2 0-0-0 13. aS e6 

y H 

1 1 % 

« * z j ';iM 
WM 

m P i t 

16...Kb8 
White sees something... 
17. Rxb7+!! Kxb7 18. NexdS NcxdS 
19. NxdS Nxd5 20. Qxd5+ Ka6 2 1 . 
Qa2+ (Welcome to my parlor!) Kb5 
22. c4+ Kb4 23. Bd2+ BcS 24. 
BxcS Mate. 

Carpenter 1864 
Valentine Open 
2/18/96 
Janowski Defense 

Nowak 2175 

Round 4 

1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 h6 3. c4 d6 4. gS 
BfS 5. Bg2 Qc8 6. 0-0 BhS 7. Nc3 
Bg2 8. Kg2 Nbd7 9. d5 NeS 10. NeS 
deS 11. e4 gS 12. f4 gf4 13. Bf4 
ef4 14. e5 Ng4 1 5. Khl NeS 16. QhS 
Bg7 17. gf4 (^4 Arivederci Romie! 
White Resigns. 

Martin 1632 
Valentine Open 
2/18/96 
King's Indian Attack 

Jensen 2030 

Round 4 

I . NfS g6 2. gS Bg7 3. Bg2 e5 4. d3 
d5 5. 0-0 Ne7 6." Nbd2 0-0 7. e4 c6 
8. edS cdS 9. Rel Nbc6 10. NbS Bg4 
I I . hS Bf5 12. g4 BcS 1 3. Rbl Qd6 
14. BgS Bd7 15. Bh4 f5 16. gS f4 
17. c4 RadS 18. cdS NdS 19. Nfd2 
BfS 20. Ne4 Qb4 21. aS Qb6 22. Qc2 
Be6 23. NbcS Bf7 24. Nf6 Nf6 25. 
gf6 Bh6 26. Ne4 Nd4 27. Qc3 Rc8 
28. Qb4 Qb4 29. ab4 Nc2 30. Red 
Nb4 31. Rc3 RfdS 32. Rbcl Rc3 33. 
RcS Nc6 34. BgS BfS 35. Bh4 Bb4 
36. Rcl h6 37. fS Rd3 38. Nc5 BcS 
39. RcS Bd5 40. Bfl Rdl 

(diagram) 

- / 

m^^^ » m 

4 1 . RxdS! RxdS 42. Bc4 Nb4 43. 
Bel Kh7 44. Bxb4 Draw Agreed, 

MISSOULA'S^ 
First 

Cojfeefioiise 
Action Classic A 

March 30, 1996 
Java Hut •• 

103 E Main. Missoula. MT 
5 RoLind Swiss 

(non-rated) | ̂  ; 
No Membership Required ' 

Time Control: G/30 ^ ': 
No "Insufficient Losing Chances" , 
Rounds: 1 lam. 12:30. 2, 3:30. & \ 
EntranceFee:$10early. ($13) | 
1 /2 point BYES (round 1 only) 

Prizes: $280b/40 
TD; Sherwood Moore 

Entries/Info: Gregory Nowak 
Hellgate Station 

P.O. Box 8572 
Missoula. MT 59807 

R E M E M B E R 
M a k e k n o w n w h a t y o u w a n t o n 
t l i e b u s i n e s s m e e t i n g a g e n d a . 
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From the President's Desk 

To the members of MCA: 

A n old joke: An Airborne 
Ranger jumps from his 
airplane w i t h his para

chute on. "That's good!" His 
chute doesn't open. 
"That's bad!" He sees 
he can land i n a hay
stack. "That's good!" 
Bu t he sees the hay
stack has a pitchfork 
sticking 
u p i n the 
haystack. 
"That's 
bad ! " B u t 
he missed 
the p i t ch 
fork. 
"That's 
good!" Bu t he missed the haystack also. 
"Oooh, that 's bad!" 

I n December, 1995, we had 71 
members . "That's good." I n October, 
1983, we had 121 members. "That's 
bad!" We've had a 109% increase since 
October, 1995. "That's good!" The bad 
news is we're 15% behind my goal. The 
good news is we st i l l have time to make 

up the difference. But i t w i l l 
take your help. 

I know you're busy. So 
a m 1. I have a wife, three 

chi ldren, church and 
b u s i n e s s c o m m i t 
men t s , however, I 
w i l l make the time to 
help you in any way I 
can, to promote 

chess. But I 
need you to lay 

the ground
work. Let's 

miss the 
pitch-fork, 

but let's 
h i t the haystack! 

<Rffspectfu(fy 'Yours, 
SHerwood Moore' 

[Ml 

Print beautiful chess 
diagrams! Linares, Hastings 

and Zurich T r u e T y p e ™ 
chess fonts- Specify 

Windows or Macintosh. 
Send S29 to: Alpine 

Electronics, 526 West 
7th, Powell WY 82435 

Money-back guarantee! 

Moinaim Chrss Sews uses 
A l p i i n ' ICU'iMiDiiirs C' l iess Foi i i - - . 
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upcoming Events 
A l l MCA G r a n d Prix events w i l l be advert ised as; AN MCA GRAND PRIX EVENT 

WESTERN MONTANA BOOKWORM MARCH 16, 1996 
G/15 QUICK CHESS EVENT 
USCF QUICK CHESS RATINGS USED 

Rm. 362, Social Science Building, University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59801. Round Robin format. EF: $8 Juniors S4. Tintie control: 
G/15. $$ b/entries Reg. 10:00-10:30am 3/16- Rounds: Depending on number of entries. NS, NO, W Advance registration or info: 
Dan McCourt, 608 West Central, Missoula, MT 59801 (406) 721 -0254 

CROCUS OPEN APRIL 20,21, 1996 
Rm. 362. Social Science Building, University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59801. 4 Round Swiss. Time control: 30/90, SD/60. EF: $15 
if by 4/18, $20 at site. Reg. 9:00-9:30am 4/20- Rounds; 10:00am, 5:00pm. S$ 205: SlOO - $50, <1900 $20. <1700 $10, 
Biggest Upset $25 (botii players must fiave nonprovisional ratings). MCA membership req. OSA. NS. NC, W Advance registration 
or info: Don Gisselbeck, 10455 Point Six Rd,, Missoula. MT 59802. (406) 549-4426 Full refund if cancellation called to (406) 
243-2843 before 4/19, 6:00pm. No Phone Entries. 

61 ST MONTANA STATE OPEN 

MAY 18,19 1996 
Jorgensen's Motel, 1714 11th Ave, Helena, MT 59601. SRoundSwiss. EF: $20 if rec. by 5/15, $25atsite- Juniors $10 ($12.50). 
Timecontrol: 30/90, SD/1. Reg. 8:00-8:45am 5/18. Rounds: 9:00am, 2:00pm, 7:30pm, 9:30am, 3:00pm. Prizes: Trophies for 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, Top A, B, C, D, Senior (over age 50). NS, NC, W MCA Business meeting to be held Sunday morning at 8:30am 
(5/19). Advance registration or info: Sherwood Moore, 453 Minnesota, Missoula, MT 59802. (406) 728-4621. 

MONTANA STATE CLOSED SEPTEMBER 21,22 1996 
War Bonnet Inn, Butte, MT . Six Person Round-Robin format. Time control: 40/2, 20/1 Rounds: 9:30, 2, 7, 9, 2. TD: Shenwood 
Moore. Qualifiers are asked to be present at 9:00an1 Saturday for the drawing of lots for player numbers. 

There will be a satellite open tournament hild in conjunction with the Closed. The only details available at press time are that 
the satellite will have time control of G/2, registration will be from 8:00am to 9:00am Saturday and it will be a five round Swiss. This 
event will, of course, also be held at the War Bonnet Inn. 

SAVES 
b y 

preregistering! 

And when 
you do, 
include: 

E n t r a n c e fee 
U S C F m e m b e r s i i i p # 
U S C F e x p i r a t i o n d a t e 
M C A e x p i r a t i o n d a t e 

Si c u r r e n t r a t i n g 
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A Kni 
To Remember 

Brennan Long 
'95 -'96 Montana Postal 
Sicilian Dragon 

1. e4 c5 2. d4 cxd4 3. Nf3 
d6! 4. Nxd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 g6 
6. Be3 Bg7 7. f3 0 - 0 8. 
Qd2 Nc6 9. g4 Bd7 10. 0 -
0 - 0 a6 1 1. h4 RcS 12. h5 
Qa5 13. Kbl Nxd4 14. Bxd4 
Rc7 1 5. hxg6 hxg6 • 

^ ^ 

16. NdS !! Black Resigns 
Plav Montana Postal Chess ! 
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