
Well folks, itõs been a fun 

ride for your humble correspon-

dent up in Kalispell.  It seems 

like just yesterday that I inno-

cently contacted someone 

named Bill McBroom to see if 

there was anywhere for a guy to 

play chess in this neck of the 

woods.  Who would have 

thought that, just a few months 

later, that first e-mail would 

have led to me being Western 

Vice President of the MCA and 

Editor of the newsletter.  But 

alas, every good thing must 

come to an end and this is the 

end of my stay in Montana.  I 

have been offered and have 

accepted a job in Bonnerõs 

Ferry Idaho doing what I love 

to do (I am a database program-

mer for those who are curious).  

For the past two years I have 

had the honor to be a stay-at-
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A L ETTER  FROM  THE  EDITOR  

Back in April, between 
rounds 4 and 5 of the Montana 

State Open, a barely noticed 
item on the agenda of the an-

nual business meeting was 
brought before a small mob of 

chess players.  Would Montana 
be interested in a tri-state match 

between Idaho, Wyoming and 

themselves?  Out of the inaudi-
ble mumblings and shrugging 

shoulders, arose a general con-
sensus was that there was, in 

fact, some interest in an event 
like that.  Having few details, 

newly re-elected President Bill 

McBroom took it upon himself 
to get more information and 

disseminate it as it came.  Since 
that day, there has been a fury 

of e-mails, phone calls, and 
casual conversations on the 

subject of a Tri-State Match.  

Now that the smoke has cleared 
and the phones have stopped 

ringing, the match has the green 
light and is on the calendar for 

May of 2008! 

The concept of a tri-state 

match between these three 
states is not a new one.  In 1991 

there was a tri-state 
òtournamentó played in Jack-

son, WY.  It was a Swiss Sys-
tem tournament and the top 

players from each state simply 

added their scores and which-
ever team had the most won the 

event.  Montana won that event 
with 11.5 points to Idahoõs 11 

and Wyomingõs 10.5.  Jeff Ro-
land, current President of the 

Idaho Chess Association, 

played in that tournament and 
recalls, òThat format did noth-

ing for the concept of a team.ó  
The feeling was apparently 

mutual, as the format was 
dropped and there wasnõt an-

other tournament like that 

again.  In 2004, then Idaho 
Vice-President Barry Eacker 

wanted to resurrect the idea of a 
Tri -State Match but wanted to 

make it a true, board-by-board 

match.  The three states were 
contacted again and the date 

was set.  Unfortunately, Mon-

tana was not able to participate 
in the 2004 event, but they 

played it without us.   Jeff Ro-
land reminisces about the 

event, òNobody really knew 
what to expect, but when we all 

arrived the camaraderie and 

sportsmanship of each team 

The Tri-State Tournament to be held in 

Wyoming in early May, 2008 
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home dad for my two children 

while my wife worked as a 

teacher.  Weõve decided that it 

is her turn now, and so I had to 

get off my lazy butt and get a 

job.  I wish you all the best of 

luck and leave you with this bit 

of advice:  Never fry bacon in 

the nude!  Ṡ 

If anyone is interested in taking on the job of editing the newsletter for this fine chess organization, please contact the Executive Board 

(see website at www.montanachess.org for contact info).  

Continued on Page 8 
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If you looked at the 

òUpcoming Tournamentsó 

section of the last newsletter, 

you might have noticed some-

thingéthere was not a single 

tournament scheduled in Mon-

tana between the State Closed 

and the Turkey Open.  It is 

during times like these that 

Montana chess players have a 

choice to make.  They can ei-

ther fritter away the time play-

ing cribbage, Bridge, and 

(banish the thought!) checkers, 

or they can take up arms and 

leave the state for a brief so-

journ to parts unknown.  I have 

come to affectionately refer to 

this phenomenon as òThe 

MCA Abroadó. 

Ed McLaughlin of Ana-

conda got the wanderlust back 

in August when he caught wind 

of the 27th US Senior Chess 

Championship.  Held in Palm 

Springs, Florida, this 6 round 

Swiss-style tournament regu-

larly draws some of the coun-

tryõs top rated òover 50ó play-

ers.  This yearõs tournament 

was no exception.  Both Jim 

Eade (author of òChess for 

Dummiesó) and Walter Ship-

man (who can boast a draw 

against Robert James Fischer 

himself!)  played in this yearõs 

event but were both edged out 

by Joel Johnson of Arizona.  

Edõs first opponent was Hary-

into Daud, a 2041 rated player 

from California.  òI have never 

drawn or beaten an expert rated 

player; so I was thrilled to draw 

one in round 1.ó  As if this 

notch on Edõs chess-playing 

belt werenõt enough, round 3 

saw him beat a 2000 rated 

player, Dane Hinrichsen, also 

from California.  The very next 

round Ed upped his total points 

to 2.5/4.  If youõve ever played 

in a Swiss-Style tournament, 

you know that posting numbers 

like that in the first four rounds 

puts you up against the big guns 

in the last two rounds.  

McLaughlin ended losing his 

last two games to finish with 

2.5 points, a very respectable 

score given the heavy-hitters 

that turned out for the event. 

All chess aside, Ed and Wal-

ter Shipman had some interest-

ing history in common.  

òWalter Shipman lived in the 

New York City area in the 

70's.  He worked for the Long 

Island Rail Road with my aunt 

& uncle.ó  They were able to 

reminisce about New York, 

Edõs aunt and the railroad.  òI 

found all the players friendly, 

easy to talk to and eager to re-

view games.ó 

Though this was Edõs first 

Senior Open we hope it will not 

be his last.  The next time you 

see Ed McLaughlin, thank him 

for representing Montana well 

both on and off the board. 

For your viewing pleasure, I 

have included Edõs 3rd round 

win against the highest rated 

player he has ever beaten as the 

òFeature Gameó.  Enjoy! 

of opening the f-file for Black's 

rook] 

11. Ne2 e5 12. cxd5 cxd5 13. 

dxe5 Nxe5 14. Nxe5 Qxe5 15. 

Nf4 Be6 16. Nxe6  

[Not the best positional move.  

The white knight is control-

ling some important squares 

(namely, the weak d5 square).  

Black's Bishop is acting like a 

big pawn.  White should have 

kept his knight and gotten his 

Queen active.] 

16...Qxe6 17. Qa4 b6 18. Qc6 

Nc5? 19. Bb5?  [Diagram 2] 

[19. Rxc5 wins on the spot.] 

Dane Hinrichsen (2002) 

Ed McLaughlin (1700) 

1. d4 d5 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Nf6 

4. Bg5 Be7 5. e3 Nbd7 6. Nf3 

c6 7. Rc1 Ne4  [Diagram 1] 

[An aggressive line in the 

Queen's Gambit Declined, 

often utilized by Savielly Tar-

takower. Black is prepping for 

a kingside assault at the ex-

pense of his own king's 

safety.] 

8. Bxe7 Qxe7 9. Bd3 f5 10. O-

O O-O  

[Now the knight is all but 

immune from capture for fear 

19...Qe5 20. Be2 d4 21. Bc4+ 

Kh8 22. exd4 Qxd4 23. b4 

Rac8 24. Qd5 Qxd5 25. Bxd5 

Nd3 26. Rb1 g6 27. f4 Rfd8  

[Diagram 3 next page] 

[Here Ed offered a draw.  Ma-

terial is even and the pawn 

formation is symmetrical.  

Hinrichsen refused the draw, 

probably on the basis that the 

Black Knight appears to be 

trapped in the middle of the 

board.  Ed shows him that he 

knew what he was talking 

about and that White would be 

the one to  have to watch out 

for traps.] 

FEATURE  G AME -W HERE  TO  D RAW  THE  L INE  
W HEN  A  M ONTANAN  OFFERS A  DRAW ,  TAKE IT!  

Diagram 1-Aggressive opening 

play 

Diagram 2-Both players missed 

whiteõs winning move. 

òWalter Shipman lived in the New 

York City area in the 70's.  He 

worked for the Long Island Rail 

Road with my aunt & uncle.ó- Ed 

McLaughlin  

Continued on Page 5 



MCA Membership 

The Montana Chess Association has three levels of membership: junior, regular and family. MCA member-

ship is required for participation in any MCA sponsored tournament.  The membership fees also help the 

association hold tournaments throughout the year and provide for a quarterly newsletter (like the one you are 

reading), which is mailed or e-mailed to all active members.  

To join the Montana Chess Association or to renew your membership, print this page, fill out the form and 

send it with a check made out to "MCA" to the address below. 

Dan McCourt 

MCA Secretary/Treasurer 

608 West Central  

Missoula, MT  

59801  

Annual Fees:   

Junior $6 (19 and younger) 

Regular $12  

Family $15  

 

 Name:  

Mailing Address:  

Address Line 2:  

City, State Zip:  

Email:  

 Phone Number:  

How would you like 

to receive the 

newsletter? 

(Circle One) 

By E-Mail (Make sure you have a valid e-mail address above) 

By post (available only to current MCA members) 

Type of member-

ship (Circle One) 

Junior 

Regular 

Family 

Check this box if you 

are renewing your 

membership. 
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U PCOMING  T OURNAMENTS  
 

Entry Fee: $25 if recõd by November 1. $30 at site.  

Prize Fund: $420 b/30 adults (1st=$120, 2nd=$90, 3rd=$70, 

plus class prizes).  

Notes:  MCA membership required $12. OSA, NC WCA  

Contact: William H. McBroom  

2321 Raymond Ave  

Missoula, MT 59801 

(406.728.4654) 

 

UCCC Turkey Open  

Date/Time: November 3 & 4. Registration 

Sat: 9-10  

RDS 10:30, 2:00, 6:30 Sat.; 9:00 & 1:30  

Style: 5 Rd. Swiss 

Time Control:  Rds. 1 and 2 = G/90, RDS 3-5 = G/120; Full K; Senior 

(55+) Only Section, given interest 

Location : Best Western Grant Creek Inn; Missoula 1/4 mile north of I-

90 on Reserve St., exit 101. 

The UCCC Turkey Open 

28. Bb7 Rc4 29. Rbd1? [Giving away the pawn for noth-

ing] 29...Rcd4 30. b5 Nxf4 [Diagram 4] 

[This is a cool move.  Not only does the board have an 

aesthetically pleasing symmetry to it, but all of Blackõs 

pieces are nicely defending each other and attacking 

White at the same time.  i.e. 31. Rxf4? Rxd1+ or 31. 

Rxd4 Rxd4 and the knight is still covered.] 

31. Rc1?  

[Open files are good for rooks, however you should 

check for simple tactics like this one before you put 

them there!] 

31...Ne2+ 32. Kf2 Nxc1 0-1 Diagram 3-  Black offers a draw.  

Would you take it? 

Diagram 4-  An aesthetically pleasing 

position.  All of Blackõs pieces are 

part of the action. 

FEATURE  G AME  (CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  2) 

Prize Find: Plaques for Winner 

and biggest upset (both must have 

established ratings)  

Contact:William Spencer 

Turkey Open Assistant T.D.  

2113 Cannon 

Helena, MT 59601  

(406.461-8851)  

UCCC Turkey Open Senior Section 

Given sufficient interest, there will be a seniors-only section of the 

U.C.C.C. 2007 Turkey Open (Nov. and , Missoula; Best Western 

Grant Creek Inn, exit 101 of I-90)  

CONDITIONS :  

Any player age 55 or older (I.D. required) may elect to play in the 

seniors-only section. Understand that participants of this age are not 

obliged to play in the senior section and may elect to remain in the 

general Turkey Open (no changes in section allowed after the close 

of registration--9:45 a.m., Nov. ).  

The UCCC Turkey Open Senior Section 


