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THE 72ND M ONTANA OPEN HELD IN MISSOULA

By: BiLL MCcBROOM

72nd
Montana
Open

Missoula hosted the 72nd
State Open the weekend of
April 21 and 22. A total of
35 players participatedthe
largest turnout in a number
of years. Arman Goplen
came all the way from
North Dakota and he
brought a friend, Steven
Legenfelder. The Harmans
brought their young sons
(Carl, 12, and Luke, 8) from
Boise. Luke did well and got
the respect of every player
with whom he played. This
was virtually a certainty af-
ter beating a strong A player
in the first round. And, of
course, our friends from
Spokane (and environs)
came out in force: contribut-
ing nine of the total number
of participants.

Speaking of our Spokane
comrades, David Griffin
made a very generous dona-
tion of $100. We were able
to sweeten the prize fund
nicely. Thanks, Dave!

John Julian of Spokane
started on board one and
stayed there four five
rounds. In earning his first
place with 4 % points (and
$175), he was obliged to
take on a C player, a strong
B player and three A play-
ers. There was a thregvay
tie for secondthird involv-
ing Michael Murray
(Seattle), Phil Weyland
(Post Falls), and Zach
Countryman (Spokaned
each had a score of 4 and
shared $150. The best the C
players could do was an
even score and this was ac-
complished by Ron Wey-
land of Post Falls, ID, Mis-
soul ads Bob R

unrated (Eric EKklund) each
earned a plus score of three
points.

The State Open concludes
the 20062007 grand prix
cycle and is the last part of
the process of seeding the six
players in the Closed/Barto
(June 9 and 10 in Butte).
Billings is the site for the
2008 State Open and the
new Executive Board will
soon select a date (in April)
and secure a location.

ajal a,

eightyear-old Luke Harman
from Boise. In contrast, one
D player (Ward Chow of
Spokane) and a Missoula

Black to move and win. From
Round 2. EdMcLaughlin-John
Julian. 44...?(Answer next page)




PARTICIPANTS FOR CLOSED BARTO

The 2007 Montana Open
marked the end of the Grand
Prix points season. With this
contest finished the MCA was
able to announce the 6 players
who will be invited to the

The next two seeds are the
Montana players with the most
Grand Prix points for the 2006
2007 season. That honor was
won by a landside by David
Duke and Jim Skovron who

DECIDED

Open. Those players are Jens
Lundell, Ed McLaughlin and
Romie Carpenter.

The tournament, a 5round
round robin, will be held on
June 9th and 10th at the Best

Closed Barto and compete for
the title of Montana State
champ.

The first player seeded is last
year 6s champ,

both more than doubled the

next highest point winner. The

last three invitations go to the

Montana player with the high-
M Pk oores 1 fpgMoptana

Western Inn in Butte in con-
junction with the Open Barto
Satellite Tournament. Wish all The Closed Barto determines the
6 of these talented players good Montana State Champion!

luck!

GAME RESULT CHALLENGED AT OPEN

There was a battle both on and off the
board during the fourth round of the Mon-
tana Open Sunday, May 2%. Two players
were duking it out on the back table with
pieces flying off the board. With nothing
left but kings, queens and three pawns
apiece, Black made a comment somewhere

along the | ines of,
White replied, o0Yes
out .6 Black took thi

a draw offer, while White saw this as a
refusal of a draw offer.

Both players continued to move pieces,
record moves and kibitz about the position
being o0drawi shbo
take [diagram]. The game continued
1...Kg4? at which point Black commented
incorrectly, ol todos a
looked for a moment, played 2. Kg2 and
said, oplay oné6. The
3. hxg5 and went on for a number of
moves until, two moves before checkmate,
White asked, oDo you

OWithesskesoner alled ih dh@ theagantk wasw
i réplaydngoge, by rhovet Not having ehougihi
Sevidefice tb @etenihe ifatiRwe difér was h e

unt i |BotB padies keemed dneenahble tathesappeals

Bewi |l dered, Bl ack
moves ago, 6 explainingcfubeHdehet hbhabd
really been playing seriously for the last 15
moves.

Tournament director Bill McBroom was
called over and the players went to the analy-
sis room to present their respective cases.

he

fact made and/or accepted, McBroom made
the decision to call the game a draw. White
took his dispute to the onrsite appeals com-
mittee which upheld |1

commi tteeds decision.
In a pointed message on the website,

Msct Bar | oeoma tcea. uGt i oWihsi tpel a

this is make sure you and your Opponent Black to moveA draw is inevitable after

hewe thesarfieuidérstahding 8nd gromptly g9 1.-Kf2

sign both score sheets with the outcome indi-

o f

cated...Analysis in the playing hall is not only
progcribed irf nfost wlirrdanients, BT ibalso

Answer to puzzle on previous page:

44...Qxf2! 45. Qxf2 {45. Nxf2? Ng3#}
Ng3+ 46. Qxg3 hxg3

MCA B UISINESS MEETING HELD

Keeping with tradit
nual business meeting was held between
Rounds 4 and 5 of the Montana Open on
April 22nd. The agenda, described as
ovanill a6 by Presid
included general reports from the depart-
ments as well as the election of officers.

Secretary Dan McCourt reported that the
MCA coffers had about $550 and that
number would probably increase after all
of the dust settled from the Montana
Open. President Bill McBroom gave an
update on the trial of an MCA member
with a history of disruptive behavior
(details are on the website). The trial is
scheduled for June 10th before the 4th

roond of the Bardo MighabAad teurnanment
in Butte.

As for election of officers, Bill McBroom

eaccepte% tlhe] n minﬁt};oréfcr)r tBrgsident

spattlngt at he had some'un |n|sh%1d busi-
ness he wants to tie up. Jim Skovron
wanted to O0give some
as Executive VP and declined the nomi-
nation. Bob Martin dutifully stepped in.

The Eastern and Western Vice President
offices were filled by David Duke and

Adam Milligan respectively. And Dan
McCourt will serve another term on the
Executive Board as Secretary/Treasurer.

In other news, the MCA has been invited

to send a team to a TriState match along
with Washington and Idaho. There was
little information as to the format of the
match (i.e. number of players, how to deal
with an odd number of teams, the location
of the match, etc.), but Bill McBroom volun-
teered to follow up and disseminate infor-

mation as he gets it.
In the 0Good and Wel
meeting, a hearty- ot

deserved round of applause was offered to
the numerous player who traveled from
Washington, Idaho, and even North Dakota
to make the 72nd Montana Open one of the
most well attended Montana tournaments in
some time.
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