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ship. Not only do they both  will be sometime in June.

get bragging rights, butthey 1 2007 Closed tourna-
are also guaranteed a seatin ,ant held in Butte on June

next year 63, 9 and 10, saw a very evenly
onship. The MCA Constitu- i atched fieldBless than 150

tion provides for a ten rating points separated the
person Swiss formatinthe  15vers As might be ex-

event of cochampions. The  nactad considering this, no
other eight will be the best one got skunked.
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Interview with webmas- 4
ter, Spencer Olmsted

Feature game: One False 5-6
Step

The 2007 Montana State

_ Charmbionzhib and the first five plusscore Jim Skovron, finishing
Upcoming Tournaments 6, 9 d J finishers from the 2008 with three points, was in the
Open in Billings next Aprild ~ huntup to the last round
Errata ° David Duke and Jens Lun-  in that order. The Executive When Mike Jensen, as
dell tied for first place, each  Board is currently in the White, essayed a
MCA Executive Board 10 earning 3 % points in the process of securing a site for downthe-Bi shop6 vari

Montana Closed Champion- 2008 championship event. It ©f the Classical CareKann
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BARTO MEMORIAL A SUCCESS

The Barto Memorial tour- year.
nament, which is held con- Michael Corrigan, visiting

currently with the Closed from Vermont, had seen the

state championship, drew — cpegs |ife TLA and came
eight players this year. This play. He did well, scoring

Is slightly up from previous 4 4, for the modified first
years, said tournament di- prize of $40. With three

y, rector Bill McBroom, who points apiece, Thad Suits

A passing traveler, Mike Corri- also participated in the tour- 54 Murray Long split the

gan from Vermont, collecting nament. He hopes thatad-  ¢5g gecond prize. . ‘.é,_.
his first place prize from the vanced notice will produce . : . S
Barto Memorial. even higher numbers next White to play and win from Corri-

ganNguyen from round 2 of the
Barto (Answer on Page 9).
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TECHNOLOGY AND THE MCA

What started out as a simple idea to cut
costs related to the newsletter has bal-
looned into a paradigm shift for the
MCA. As many people know, this is the
first issue of the MCN Newsletter to be
distributed primarily by email. The idea
to switch to the eformat was looked
upon with a skeptical eye at first, but
when the nickels and dimes were added
up, the decision was made. Throughout
the entire process the executive board felt
that it is important to give members the
option to continue receiving a paper
copy of the newsletter through the mail.
Thus far, about 10 people have opted for
the émaridiol version of the newsl et -
ter. The MCA website homepage: a wealth of information for Montana chess players.

One of the advantages of this new for- Visit it at www.montanachess.org.

mat is that all newsletters will be avail-
able on the website in pdf format for any-
one to download. Now that cost is not Another critical function of the website
an issue, the idea is to distribute as mucr IS to provide a central location for up-
chess to as many people as possible. Fc COmMing tournaments. Again, multiple
the first time, the newsletter will be avail- People have access to add tournament

able to literally anyone who wants it. reports to this section so the content
changes weekly. You will find tourna- It is important to point out that creat-

ments not only from Montana, but from ing an account on the website does not
our friends in Washington and Idaho as make you a member of the MCA.

. well. There is a separate process for MCA
tion on Montana chess. As soon as you

hit the site, you are welcomed with cur- ~ One of the most fascinating features of membership (which can also be found
rent news about chess in Montana. the website is the game viewer. Chess ©On the website).
Members of the executive boardalong 9 ames are easily c Eventhoughwe haveawonderful
with other selected people have the abil- calledpgn formatwhich is a chess lan-  website, full of great features, the execu-
ity to update this news, so things change 9uage that a computer can understand. tive board is putting their heads to-
often. Have you played in a tournament Once all of the scoresheets are collectec gether with webmaster Spencer
recently? Check for your name in the ~ from a tournament, they are put on the Olmstead of Olympia, Washington, to
current tournament reports or the tour-  Website. What that means for you is tha increase functionality.
not only can you look back on some of  \ica president Bill McBroom com-
your own games to help you improve, e nt s , OMy first c
but you can also look for chinks in the
armor of your chess nemesis.

nament report archives. tana chess players with their contact
information. There is a section called
0OBoard Activitiesé
loggedin users with more news specific
to the MCA. Creating a website ac-
count is free of charge.

The MCA website does more than
house former issues of the newsletter,
though. It contains a wealth of informa-

mains my highest priority, is to invite
E.B. members and others to iterate
The features named so far are those through all the current features to see
available to anyone who wander on to  what works well and what needs tweak-
the site. Creating an account to log into ing ...it makes sense to me to make en-
the site, however, opens up even more hancements that will serve our mem-
options to Montana chess playersonce ber s as wel | as we
you log in. There is a button to auto- The MCN will report on any new fea-
o ' matically check your USCF rating. You {,res as they are added
A listing of upcoming tournaments will have access to a list of other Mon-
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